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Develop Airmen for success in long term
As command-

ers, we often talk 
about “developing 

Airmen.” This is usu-
ally related to their on-
going military career-
field training or a formal 
course of study to get a 
college degree. Howev-
er, I suggest that some-
times, developing Air-
men means guiding 
them through the maze 
of options that eventu-
ally leads to a long-term 
career and give them 
enough experience to 
make important life choices. For 
example, an optometry tech-
nician in my unit wanted to be 
a Medical Services Corps offi-
cer – the part of the Air Force 

Medical Service most 
closely aligned with con-
tracting, logistics, and 
computer systems, but 
having nothing to do 
with optometry. De-
veloping this Airman 
should not be limited to 
simply ensuring that he 
is the best possible op-
tometry technician. In 
the long-term, it is in 
the interest of the Air 
Force to have the Air-
man work closely with 
MSC officers in their 
workplaces and even let 

him work on projects that can 
build a resume to aid in his se-
lection as an officer candidate. 

Our enlisted Airmen and 
young officers have amazing 

potential, and we should find 
ways to encourage them. The 
example above is the true sto-
ry of an Airman recently select-
ed by the Air Force for officer 
training and then commission-
ing as an MSC. In his case, he 
had already identified the med-
ical career field he was interest-
ed in pursuing and requested to 
work with current MSC officers, 
even if it was after normal duty 
hours. It is common for Airmen 
to have already identified a ca-
reer field of interest, and fre-
quently they have already tak-
en college classes to help them 

prepare for such a career. It is 
often not difficult to identify an 
Airman with interest, we just 
need to ask them about their in-
terests, career goals and cours-
es of study. Do your Airmen feel 
comfortable discussing career 
goals with you that may be out-
side their current military ca-
reer-field? 

Many people facing a major 
life event such as choosing a ca-
reer path need encouragement 
to push through to their goal, 
to overcome a significant hur-
dle such as taking the entrance 
exam to a professional school. 
For example, they may be in-
terested in pursuing a legal ca-
reer, and have completed the re-
quired courses to apply to law 
school. However, they may be 

reluctant to take the law school 
admission test due to lack of self-
confidence. This is where a su-
pervisor who really knows their 
Airman can help tremendously. 
You might say, “I’m not a lawyer 
and I don’t know the first thing 
about getting into law school.” 
However, if you’ve seen their 
level of preparation and confi-
dence in performing their dai-
ly tasks, you can encourage 
them by reminding them of all 
the preparation they have done 
to get ready for the exam and 
expressing confidence in their 
success. This may be enough 
to get them over their nervous-
ness about the exam, but some-
times you might have to drive 

I was raised in Lima, Peru, in 
a household where food was 
scarce. I shared a bed with 

three siblings and my grand-
mother. The clothes were hand-
me-downs. I learned to appreci-
ate my family and the little things. 

Although migrating to America at 
the age of 10 was one of the smartest 
moves my family made for me, the 
culture acclimation felt overwhelm-
ing, especially when most of my 
classmates only spoke English.

At first, I thought American kids 
were extremely friendly since ev-
eryone went out of their way to talk 
to me, but I learned quickly about 

the American sense of humor and 
the art of sarcasm which they used 
to make fun. Thankfully, I was able 
to use this as my drive to study 
morning, noon and night so that I 
could begin to understand and com-
municate with my new American 
friends. After I mastered the basics, 
I was able to carry conversations 
and make some really good friends 
which made me feel a bit more part 
of the team.

My older sister joined the Ma-
rines right after high school and this 

planted the idea that I could do the 
same. Initially, I steered towards the 
Army. One day I spoke to my Un-
cle Jimmy, a retired Air Force lieu-
tenant colonel. He said, “If you like 
using a fork and knife to eat, then 
join the Air Force.” Well, that did 
it. I visited the recruiter and after 
three tries at the Armed Services 
Vocational Aptitude Battery exam, 
I was on my way to basic training. 
From the start of my career and as 
I moved up in the ranks, I followed 
all my supervisors’ guidance about 
my roles and responsibilities, which 
would help me produce a good work 
performance. I never wanted to be 

a slacker, so I did what I needed to 
do, what I was told to do and more. 
Once I became a supervisor, I ob-
served the most put together non-
commissioned officer at my work-
shop and emulated him as much as 
possible. He was like a little toy sol-
dier who seemed to bark orders, yet 
the Airmen flocked around him will-
ingly. My first subordinate took care 
of herself, yet I always did my best to 
support and develop her even if I did 
not know what I was doing, I would 
figure it out. I wanted to do a good 
job as a supervisor. 
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60th OSS: Working under the radar
Airman 1st Class  
Christian Conrad

60th Air Mobility Wing Public AffAirs

“In a way, the (Opera-
tions Support Squadron) is 
this sort of clandestine ele-
ment,” said Staff Sgt. Sony K. 
Luangphone, 60th Operations 
Support Squadron air traffic 
control landing systems tech-
nician. “If you don’t hear about 
us, it means we’re doing a good 
job. It’s the nature of our job to 
work behind the scenes to en-
sure that those frontline Air-
men who are deploying have 
a reliable means to carry out 
their mission in the event that a 
disaster strikes.”

That disaster struck Aug. 25. 
Hurricane Harvey made land-
fall on Texas’ gulf coast as a 
Category 4 storm with winds of 
130 mph, according to the Na-
tional Hurricane Center. Over 
the course of the next month, 
Harvey would leave hundreds 
of thousands of Texans without 
power and bring about a death 
toll of 77 in its wake.

Despite the enormity of 
Harvey’s destruction, it was 
the quick action of Travis’ 60th 
OSS that helped to mitigate the 
harm the storm caused to Tex-
as’s southeast region.

“The entire radar system 
that ties into Oakland, Sacra-
mento – anything in this air-
space that has directly gone out 
to affected areas has been us-
ing Travis’ radar, weather sys-
tems, radio frequencies and 
navigational landing systems,” 
said Luangphone. “The viabili-
ty of these systems was a direct 
result of the work this team has 
done. Our core objective was to 
make sure our equipment was 
operational at all times so the 
mission never hiccupped.”

Harvey, the first Category 4 
hurricane to make landfall in 
the United States since Hurri-
cane Charley in 2004, was the 
first of many natural disasters 
this season that would require 
the 60th OSS to support re-
lief efforts. Over the next three 
months, three more major 
storms would make landfall in 
the United States, including two 
other Category 4 hurricanes. 
An earthquake would also 
strike and devastate central 

México, and wildfires in North-
ern California would burn over 
200,000 acres forcing residents 
from their homes.

Staff Sgt. Christopher A. 
Spears, a 60th OSS weath-
er forecaster, knew the impor-
tance of giving minute-to-min-
ute updates on the statuses of 
the hurricanes.

“Essentially, it came down 
to relating the data we were 
receiving to the mission for 
wing leadership,” said Spears. 
“Overlooking even the smallest 
detail can turn an incident into 
a nightmare, and that’s a fact 
this office tries to keep in mind 
every day we’re relied upon 
to give our analysis. Our input 
as to the location and intensity 
of the storms’ landfalls helped 
to give an idea of what level of 
support was needed in the af-
fected areas.”

The knowledge of having 
been involved in an effort that 
saved lives was exhilarating, 
said Spears.

In a force whose members 
have a myriad of reasons for 
joining, saving lives can some-
times seem like an intangi-
ble, if not unrealistic, reason 
for showing up every day. For 
Airman 1st Class Joey H. Hin-
richs, a 60th OSS flight equip-
ment maintainer, however, the 
jobs performed by each mem-
ber of the U.S. Air Force con-
tribute to its continued op-
erations in every arena of its 
mission.

“To me, this is why we 
joined,” said Hinrichs. “I joined 
to hopefully help someone 
somewhere someday. We’re all 
a team here and I don’t see any-
one as dispensable. We all did 
our jobs and to that extent, we 

u.s. Air force photo/ Airman 1st class christian conrad

Staff Sgt. Sony K. Luangphone, 60th Operations Support Squadron air traffic control landing systems 
technician, optimizes line levels for radio frequencies Oct. 24 at Travis Air Force Base, Calif. The radio 
technology employed by the 60th OSS allowed pilots and emergency personnel to reach their destinations in 
the safest and most efficient manner so as to deliver aid to those devastated by the recent natural disasters. See 60 OSS Page 24

“We’re always 
‘on.’ The mission 
doesn’t stop  
because of the 
success of the 
most recent  
operation.”

— Staff Sgt. Sony K.  
Luangphone
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Hematology/Oncology clinic provides care
Airman 1st Class  

Jonathon D. A. Carnell
60th Air Mobility Wing Public AffAirs

The oncology and hema-
tology staff members at Da-
vid Grant USAF Medical 
Center at Travis Air Force 
Base, California, emphasize 
competence, communication 
and compassion. Focusing 
on safety and effectiveness is 
important to the profession-
als who work to help those in 
need of their services.

Oncology is the branch 
of medical science dealing 
with tumors, including ori-
gin, development, diagnosis 
and treatment of malignant 
neoplasms. Hematology is 
the study of the nature, func-
tion and diseases of the 
blood and of blood-forming 
organs.

“The mission of the (joint 
hematology oncology infu-
sion clinic) is to provide ther-
apeutic and consultative 
services to Tricare and Vet-
erans Affairs beneficiaries 

with a variety of hemato-
logic and oncologic disor-
ders,” said Capt. Kendra 
Alanis, 60th Medical Op-
erations Squadron clinical 
nurse. ”We also provide in-
fusion support for most med-
ical subspecialty clinics. The 
JHOIC sees approximately 
350 patients every month.”

Hematology nurses are 
trained to care for patients 
with blood diseases and dis-
orders. Some common blood 
disorders include anemia, 
hemophilia, blood clots and 
blood cancers such as leu-
kemia, lymphoma and my-
eloma.

“Our infusion center is 
staffed by an active-duty 
registered nurse, three VA 
RNs, and three Air Force ci-
vilian RNs, all certified in 
their oncology specialty,” 
said Alanis. “The clinic also 
staffed by one VA medical 
support assistant, two med-
ical technicians, one active-
duty NCO in charge, one ci-
vilian social worker, one VA 

and three active-duty doc-
tors. Despite the differenc-
es inherent in the different 
agencies, we are all aligned 
to a common purpose: the 
care of our patients.”

According to Alanis, he-
matology and oncology over-
lap in a variety of ways. Ir-
regularities in a routine 
blood test provide early de-
tection of possible diagnosis 
of a blood disorder. Chang-
es in a patient’s blood alters 
the way an oncologist adjusts 
their medication plan. This 
is why many oncologists 
have training in hematology.

“Working in oncology can 
be challenging, but there is 
no denying the sense of sat-
isfaction we get while caring 
for this special population,” 
said Alanis. “The diverse 
experiences and resources 
available to our facility are 
greatly expanded because 
of the interagency and intra-
hospital cooperation that our 
organization affords us. It is 
this spirit of cooperation and 

teamwork that makes the 
JHOIC a special place to be 
cared for and to work.”

Teamwork is important to 
the JHOIC. Every individu-
al on the team relies on each 
other for the overall mission 
to be completed.

“Teamwork is applied 
into our day-to-day opera-
tion by starting our morning 
off with a team huddle,” said 
Staff Sgt. Earl Swank, 60th 
MDOS NCOIC. “We discuss 
any concerns that might 
come up that day. We allow 
each group to ask questions 
or bring up their concerns.”

The hematology and on-
cology team at DGMC con-
tinues to put their effort into 
helping their patients. 

“The most important 
thing to me is that our pa-
tients are able to be seen 
without any interruptions,” 
said Swank. “The reason for 
them being seen in our clin-
ic is so delicate that we do 
not want any delay in their 
care.”

DGMC 
to take 
back 
unused 
drugs

Merrie Schilter-Lowe
60th Air Mobility Wing Public AffAirs

An estimated 64,000 peo-
ple died in 2016 of a drug over-
dose, according to the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse. Near-
ly 22,000 people died in 2010 
from prescription drugs ob-
tained, usually by theft, from 
family and friends.

Oct. 28 is National Drug 
Take-Back Day and the Da-
vid Grant U.S. Air Force Med-
ical Center at Travis Air Force 
Base, California, will join local 
law enforcement agencies in 
taking back unused, unwanted 
and expired medications. 

People with base access 
can take prescription medica-
tions and unused supplements 
to the pharmacy in the base ex-
change mini mall from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.  

The disposal service is free 
and anonymous with no ques-
tions asked.

The three classes of drugs 
most often abused include opi-
oids, used to treat pain; central 
nervous system depressants 
such as Xanax and Ativan, 
used to treat anxiety and sleep 
disorders; and stimulants such 
as Ritalin and Adderall, used to 
treat attention-deficit disorder 
and attention-deficit/hyperac-
tivity disorder, according to the 
NIDA.

This year marks the 14th 
anniversary of the campaign, 
sponsored by the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Agency. 

In April, the DEA and state 
and local law enforcement 
agencies collected nearly 450 
tons of prescription drugs. 

Air force photo/Airman 1st class Jonathon D. A. carnell

Capt. Kendra Alanis, 60th Medical Operations Squadron clinical nurse, poses for a photo in the hematology/oncology clinic Oct. 24 at 
Travis Air Force Base, Calif. Alanis provides therapeutic and consultative services to the patients she supports.
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Retiree Appreciation Day welcomes local community
Visitors receive food 
as they move through 
a line during Retiree 
Appreciation Day Oct. 
17 at Hangar 837 
at Travis Air Force 
Base, Calif. The day 
is an annual event to 
honor retirees in the 
local area. This year’s 
installment included 
a static display of a 
C-17 Globemaster III, 
entertainment by the 
U.S. Air Force Band 
of the Golden West, 
video presentations, 
food, information 
booths and remarks 
from base leadership.
Courtesy photo

Command 
transitions 
to cloud 
provider

Michael P. Kleiman
U.S. TranSporTaTion Command

SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE, 
Ill. – U.S. Transportation Com-
mand is the first Department of 
Defense organization to initiate 
migration of its cyberdomain 
to a commercial cloud provider 
to improve mission assurance, 
while strengthening informa-
tion technology efficiency and 
effectiveness.

Last month, the first wave 
of five USTRANSCOM IT sys-
tems transitioned to a commer-
cial cloud-based solution.  

Relying heavily on the 
transportation industry to 
help accomplish its mission,  
USTRANSCOM faces signif-
icant challenges to provide 
transportation service provid-
ers timely information to car-
ry out its tasks. As a result of 
this, and, in addition to the 
threat of a cyber-domain at-
tack and the command’s ag-
ing electronic infrastructure,  
USTRANSCOM Commander 
Air Force Gen. Darren W. 
McDew subsequently directed 
the organization’s move to the 
cloud earlier this year. 

The move will, among other 
things, allow USTRANSCOM 
to streamline and strengthen 
its security when working with 
industry partners while allow-
ing them quicker access to vi-
tal transportation information.  

In February, the com-
mand’s Cloud Center of Excel-
lence stood up. Three months 
later, the CCoE, in collabora-
tion with the Defense Innova-
tion Unit Experimental, which 
underwrites pilot contracts for 
commercial innovation solv-
ing DoD problems in under 90 
days, and the Army Contract-
ing Command, Picatinny Ar-
senal, New Jersey, executed a 
contract for a prototype cloud-
migration solution with REAN 
Cloud LLC, Herndon, Virgin-
ia. The contract established a 

See CLOUD Page 23
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Napa Valley Plastic Surgery has been 

providing exceptional board-certified  

plastic and reconstructive surgery to  

Northern California patients since 1984.

NAPA VALLEY
PLASTIC SURGERY

ABMS Maintenance of Certification™
American Board of Plastic Surgery

Certification Matters

Are you Afraid
of the Dentist?

Does your fear of the dentist keep you from
receiving the care you need?

At Regency Dental our top priority is our patients’
comfort and overall experience.

Adult Conscious Sedation Now Available.

Come in for Exam, X-rays and Cleaning

And Receive FREE Teeth Whitening ($400.00 Value)

Upon Completion of All Necessary Dental Treatment

Regency Dental
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

1001 Nut Tree Road, Suite 230, Vacaville CA 95687
707-453-1776Visit Travis at FACEBOOK.com/TravisAirForceBase

Event opens dialogue

U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Jonathon D. A. Carnell

1st Lt. Amanda Jones, Maternal Child Flight clinical nurse, 
poses for a photo Oct. 24 at the First Street Chapel at Travis 
Air Force Base, Calif. This was the second annual Release 
of Angeles Ceremony, which aims to open communication 
about those affected by pregnancy and infant loss.
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425-9833

A South of the Border 
Experience in Mexican Cuisine

Dinner Specialties:
Fajitas • Jalapeño Chicken  

Carnitas• Chile Verde • Carne Asada
Mariscos • Sopes • Mexican Soups • Salads

And Much More!

Full Cantina Available
Happy Hour

Monday – Friday 3pm to 7pm
Saturday & Sunday All Day

Banquet Room Available

1025 Oliver Rd • Fairfield

UC Davis partnership keeps surgeons sharp
Merrie Schilter-Lowe

60th Air Mobility Wing Public AffAirs

On a day-to-day basis, he provides 
medical care for civilian pediatric pa-
tients. But when the Air Force calls, he 
swaps his white coat and scrubs for the 
Airman battle uniform to hop on a mil-
itary aircraft headed anywhere to treat 
critically injured service members. 

Lt. Col. (Dr.) Joseph Stephenson is an 
Air Force pediatric surgeon administra-
tively assigned to the David Grant Medi-
cal Center at Travis Air Force Base, Cal-
ifornia, but embedded full time at the 
University of California, Davis Medical 
Center in Sacramento, California. 

“The hardest part of a deployment is 
to be ready when someone is injured and 
you have to provide life-saving care,” 
said Stephenson, who trained in general 
surgery and received additional training 
in pediatric surgery and trauma. “We go 
on multiple short deployments lasting 
one to three weeks. We travel as a trau-
ma care team with as little as 12-hour 
notice.”   

Stephenson treats infants to young 
adults with congenital defects, pediatric 
trauma oncology and childhood cancers 
at both UC Davis and nearby Shriners 
Hospital for Children.    

“I never know what my day will look 
like,” he said. “I could have a patient fac-
ing organ failure, perform surgery at 
UCD and Shriners and see consults from 
DGMC. And you have to leave room in 
the schedule for emergencies,” said Ste-
phenson. 

Working at a Level I trauma center 
like UC Davis helps military surgeons 
maintain their critical combat surgical 
skills, said Col. (Dr.) Rachel Hight, 60th 
Surgical Operations Squadron com-
mander at DGMC. Level I trauma cen-
ters handle the volume and types of trau-
ma cases seen in combat.

Hight, who specializes in trauma, 
acute care surgery and surgical care, 
was one of the first Air Force trauma 
surgeons assigned to UC Davis in 2009 
to help stand up the program that now 
includes four trauma surgeons, a thorac-
ic surgeon, an orthopedic oncologist and 
an emergency room surgeon. The cadre 
also includes a vascular surgeon who ro-
tates between UC Davis and DGMC.

“Now that deployments are unpre-
dictable, your skills can degrade be-
cause there’s isn’t much happening – 
thankfully for the troops,” said Hight. 
Today when surgeons deploy, they are 
primarily “a safety net in case some-
thing happens,” said Hight.   

Unlike the other embedded surgeons, 
Hight rotates one week bimonthly be-
tween commander responsibilities at 
DGMC and surgical and teaching re-
sponsibilities UC Davis.

Hight also heads the advanced trau-
ma life support program at Travis as 
well as trains tactical trauma and surgi-
cal management skills to Air Force pa-
ra-rescue team members in the west-
ern region.

“At UC Davis, trauma is general-
ly very busy,” she said. “We carry 50 
to 80 patients with two residents and a 
nurse practitioner supporting your abil-
ity. Some of these are intensive care unit 
patients, so there’s a separate dedicated 
team focused on those guys, but we need 
to be aware because we’re taking some 
of them back into surgery either that day 
or the next.” 

Not only are the surgeons involved 

in operative and clinical decisions, they 
also answer trauma calls. 

“I may get 12 to 30 calls a day, which 
is similar to what was happening at the 
height of the war,” said Hight.  

The UC Davis program is modeled af-
ter the Center for Sustainment of Trau-
ma and Readiness Skills program, 
which prepares medical personnel for 
deployment through hands-on and clini-
cal training at trauma facilities. 

Air Force trauma surgeons are em-
bedded at three C-STARS facilities: the 
University of Maryland’s Baltimore 
Shock Trauma Center, the Saint Louis 
University Hospital in Missouri and the 
University of Cincinnati Medical Cen-
ter in Ohio.

Hight trained at the Cincinnati Med-
ical Center, where she met her mentors, 
Cols. (Drs.) Peter Muskat and Warren 

“The military benefits because I’m much more  
prepared to take care of injured patients and I’m 
teaching residents who will eventually deploy and 
take care of trauma and combat injuries. ”

— Lt. Col. (Dr.) Scott Zakaluzny

See SHARP Page 22
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Actions have consequences
60th Air Mobility Wing  

Judge Advocate

Law and Order is a recur-
ring feature detailing the pre-
vious month’s military justice 
matters at Travis. 

During the month of Sep-
tember, three Airmen received 
final review of nonjudicial pun-
ishment under Article 15, Uni-
form Code of Military Justice 
and eight Airmen were involun-
tarily separated.  

The following are tools used 
by commanders as a means of 
punishment, rehabilitation, and 
maintaining unit good order 
and discipline.

Nonjudicial punishment  
(Article 15s)

660th Aircraft  
Maintenance Squadron

A senior airman received 
an Article 15 for wrongful use 
of a schedule I controlled sub-
stance, a violation of Arti-
cle 112a, UCMJ.  Punishment 
consisted of a reduction to the 
grade of airman first class and 
a reprimand.  

A staff sergeant received 
an Article 15 for dereliction of 
duty, more specifically failure 
to properly adhere to a tech-
nical order, a violation of Ar-
ticle 92, UCMJ.  Punishment 
consisted of a reduction to the 

grade of senior airman, sus-
pended forfeitures of $1,267, 
suspended 45 days of extra 
duty and a reprimand.

60th Dental Squadron
An airman first class re-

ceived an Article 15 for com-
miting assault consummated 
by battery, a violation of Article 
128, UCMJ.  Punishment con-
sisted of reduction to the grade 
of airman, 15 days of extra duty 
and a reprimand. 

Administrative  
separation actions 
60th Operations  

Support Squadron
An airman basic was admin-

istratively discharged for drug 
abuse, with a general service 
characterization.

An airman was adminis-
tratively discharged for fail-
ure in the fitness program, 
with an honorable service 

characterization.
60th Aerial Port Squadron
An airman was administra-

tively discharged for minor dis-
ciplinary infractions, with a 
general service characteriza-
tion. 

60th Aircraft  
Maintenance Squadron

An airman was administra-
tively discharged for failure in 
the fitness program, with an 
honorable service character-
ization. 

860th Aircraft  
Maintenance Squadron

An airman was administra-
tively discharged for failure in 
the fitness program, with an 
honorable service character-
ization. 

An airman first class was 
administratively discharged 
for mental disorder, with an 
honorable service character-
ization.

60th Aerospace  
Medicine Squadron

An airman was administra-
tively discharged for a minor 
disciplinary infractions, with a 
general service characteriza-
tion.

921st Contingency  
Response Squadron

An airman first class was 
administratively discharged 
for drug abuse, with a general 
service characterization.

Law and Order

AF seeks nominees 
for Verne Orr honor

Staff Sgt. Alexx Pons
Air Force’s Personnel center  

Public AFFAirs

JOINT BASE SAN ANTO-
NIO-RANDOLPH, Texas — 
Air Force officials are current-
ly accepting nominations for 
the 2018 Air Force Association 
Verne Orr Award. 

The AFA established this 
award in honor of former Sec-
retary of the Air Force Verne 
Orr to recognize mission-ori-
ented accomplishments and 
achievements by units that 
made the most effective use of 
human resources.

The nomination window is 
open through Jan. 5, 2018, to 

all Air Force units regardless 
of size. The accomplishments 
should be mission-oriented 
and focus on how the unit ex-
celled in its use of personnel to 
achieve full potential and ac-
complish its mission. 

Organizations and base-
level personnel should contact 
their major command, combat-
ant command, field operating 
agency or direct reporting unit 
for local suspense dates. 

Specific eligibility and ap-
plication procedures are avail-
able via myPers. Select “any” 
from the dropdown menu and 
search “Verne.”

For more information, go to 
myPers. 

ACC commander visits Moody
Senior Airman Greg Nash

23rd Wing Public AFFAirs

MOODY AIR FORCE BASE, 
Ga. — Gen. Mike Holmes, Air 
Combat Command command-
er, visited the men and women 
of Moody Air Force Base from 
Oct. 17-18.

While gaining an in-depth 
exposure of the installation’s 
unique assets, Holmes used this 
visit as an opportunity to explain 
to Airmen their role in the fight 
and how it contributes to his pri-
orities.

“We’re expected to lead the 
Air Force by controlling and ex-
ploiting the air,” said Holmes. 
“I’d like every Airman at Moody 
(AFB) to think about how they fit 

u.s. Air Force photo/tech. sgt. Zachary Wolf

Gen. Mike Holmes, Air Combat Command commander, talks to Airmen 
over the communications system Oct. 17 aboard an HC-130J Combat 
King II headed to Moody Air Force Base, Ga. Holmes flew to Moody AFB 
to talk to Airmen and see the mission firsthand.See ACC Page 24
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DR. JEFFREY BROOKS

VARICOSE VEINS? LEG ULCERS?
LEG PAIN? LEG SWELLING?

LEG CRAMPS? LEG HEAVINESS? BURNING SENSATION?
SKIN COLOR CHANGES? RESTLESS LEGS?

FREE CONSULTATION!  WE CAN HELP!

CALL TODAY! (707) 392-2500

Officials make stop

U.S. Air Force photo/Heide Couch

Base senior leadership greets a congressional delegation 
Oct. 21 at Travis Air Force Base, Calif. The contingency 
of United States congressmen, congresswomen and 
representatives made a stop at the base to refuel their 
aircraft and were treated to a tour of a static C-17 
Globemaster aircraft during their brief visit.

ANG, Reserve seeking pilots
Secretary of the Air Force  

Public Affairs

WASHINGTON — Air Na-
tional Guard and Reserve pi-
lots now have 20 more opportu-
nities to fly in order to augment 
active duty chronic vacancies 
across the force.

The Total Force Aircrew 
Management – Assignment 
Augmentation Process in-
creased Oct. 1 from 10 to 30 
positions. TFAM-AAP posi-
tions are open to fighter pilots 
and fighter combat systems of-
ficers only.

“This is a growing total 
force program,” said Maj. Walt 
Ehman, TFAM-AAP chief. 
“It enables all air components 
to help fill pilot assignment 

positions around the world.” 
The TFAM-AAP concept 

will help combat the current 
fighter pilot crisis by draw-
ing on available and interested 
personnel with the right skills 
by bringing active reserve 
component fighter pilots into 
the active-duty force for two to 
three years using Military Per-
sonnel Appropriation days.

Born out of the 2014 Air-
crew Summit, TFAM-AAP in-
tegrates the management of 
active-duty, Air Guard and 
Reserve aircrew resources to 
maximize total force readi-
ness. 

“We already had a very suc-
cessful process in place, now 
we’re building upon that by in-
creasing the amount of MPA 

days available,” said Ehman.
Before TFAM, each com-

ponent used its own model, in 
separate locations, to manage 
officers and career enlisted 
Airmen who fly and make up 
the aircrew force. 

“TFAM enables the use of 
a single agreed-upon model, 
in one office, to make training 
and resource decisions, pro-
vide policy guidance, and make 
integrated recommendations 
to solving problems like air-
crew shortfalls,” said Ehman.

Interested pilots can get the 
latest list of TFAM-AAP as-
signments from Volunteer Re-
serve System, Air Guard Hu-
man Resources or through 
their ARC/ANG Fighter Oper-
ations Groups.
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Airmen test skills during Pacific Thunder
Airman 1st Class  
Gwendalyn Smith

51st Fighter Wing Public AFFAirs

OSAN AIR BASE, South Ko-
rea — One of the largest joint 
combat search and rescue exer-
cises in the Pacific region, Pacif-
ic Thunder 18-1, kicked into full 
swing Oct. 23 at Osan Air Base, 
South Korea.

With more than 20 U.S. 
squadrons and nine South Ko-
rean air force wings involved, 
this year’s exercise is the larg-
est to date. Pacific Thunder pro-
vides the 25th Fighter Squadron 
and the 33rd and 31st Rescue 
Squadrons opportunities to train 
in simulated combat search and 
rescue missions all while work-
ing alongside their South Kore-
an counterparts. 

“Pacific Thunder original-
ly started in 2009 as a one week 
exercise between the 25th 
Fighter Squadron and the 33rd 
Rescue Squadron and has since 
grown into a (Pacific Air Forc-
es) level exercise,” said Capt. 
Travis Vayda, 25th FS Pacific 

Thunder 18-1 coordinator.
Although the annual exercise 

features a range of units partici-
pating, it is still centered on the 
25th FS and 33rd RQS.

“Combat search and rescue is 
one of the most important mis-
sion sets we have in the A-10 
community because we are re-
ally the only fixed wing asset 
in the Air Force who trains to 
the CSAR mission,” Vayda said. 
“We are the close muscle, so es-
sentially we are the body guards 
of the person on the ground and 
the helicopters that are rescu-
ing them. Obviously in a CSAR, 
you don’t want to have another 
type of shoot down or anything 
happen.”

During the exercise, the 33rd 
RQS is able to directly work with 
A-10 Thunderbolt II pilots from 
the 25th FS, a conjoined train-
ing that both units typically have 
to simulate.

“The realism of the exer-
cise gives us an opportuni-
ty to really see how the 25th 
FS operates,” said Capt. Dirk 

u.s. Air Force photo/Airman 1st class gwendalyn smith

Members of the 33rd and 31st Rescue Squadrons from Kadena Air Base, Japan, prepare for a combat search 
and rescue mission Oct. 23 during Exercise Pacific Thunder 18-1 at Osan AB, South Korea.See SKILLS Page 21



Pilot credits aero clubs for career
Steve Warns

Air Force instAllAtion And Mission  
support center public AFFAirs

JOINT BASE SAN ANTO-
NIO-LACKALND, Texas — 1st 
Lt. Andy Schloemer’s Air Force 
career has taken off, thanks to 
the Air Force Aero Club.

“Airmen should definite-
ly take advantage of aero 
clubs,” said Schloemer, an F-
15E Strike Eagle pilot with the 

494th Fighter Squadron at RAF 
Lakenheath, England. “The 
biggest benefit of the aero club 
is getting quality flight experi-
ence with a program designed 
to support Airmen the best way 
possible.”

Schloemer, a Cincinnati na-
tive, earned his private pilot’s 
license while he was stationed 
as a UH-1 Huey helicopter 
flight engineer with the 374th 
Operations Group at Yokota Air 

Base, Japan. The 1,100 flight 
hours he amassed, along with 
the training at the Yokota Aero 
Club under club manager Vic-
tor Arzuaga and his team, were 
vital in his development.

“The training I received at 
the Yokota Aero Club set me up 
for success in my private fly-
ing career, as well as my even-
tual military flying career,” 
Schloemer said. “One of the 
biggest things that helped pre-
pare me for my military fly-
ing training that is unique to 
the Yokota Aero Club is the up-
grades installed on the aircraft. 
The advanced avionics suite 
installed on the aircraft there 
trained me to interpret more 
advanced flight instrumenta-
tion, so when I transitioned to 
pilot training with the U.S. Air 
Force, reading the digital dis-
plays was something that was 
already built into my habit pat-
tern and cross check while fly-
ing.”

Schloemer completed his 
bachelor’s degree through Em-
bry-Riddle Aeronautical Uni-
versity while earning his pri-
vate pilot license. He was 
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Appt.

Airfield systems 
Airmen prepare 
for AFSC merge

Airman 1st Class  
Kathryn R.C. Reaves

20th Fighter Wing public AFFAirs

SHAW AIR FORCE BASE, 
S.C. — Airmen assigned to 
the 20th Operations Support 
Squadron at Shaw Air Force 
Base are getting ahead of the 
curve by preparing for an Air 
Force specialty code merger 
scheduled for March 2018.

Currently separated into 
two shops, ground radar sys-
tems and airfield systems 
Airmen have begun work-
ing together to meet training 
milestones and increase their 
understanding of the work 
their coworkers do.

The Airmen will also be 
aligned with their industry 

counterparts who perform all 
ground radar and airfield sys-
tems tasks under one career 
field. 

“We’re still learning how 
the merger will impact us,” 
said Staff Sgt. Anthony Mar-
ple, 20th OSS airfield systems 
noncommissioned officer in 
charge. “But, we know what 
worked and what didn’t work 
in the last two mergers, so 
we’re using those tools to get 
ahead of it.”

Once the merger is com-
plete, all technicians will be 
expected to have a working 
knowledge of how to main-
tain the equipment each sec-
tion was previously respon-
sible for. This includes all 

courtesy photo

Before he became an F-15E Strike Eagle pilot, 1st. Lt. Andy Schloemer gained experience on the T-6A Texan II 
and T-38C Talon.

See AERO CLUBS Page 19

See MERGE Page 19
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Agency accounts for 183 missing service members
Defense POW/MIA  
Accounting Agency

WASHINGTON — In fiscal 
year 2017, the Defense POW/
MIA Accounting Agency ac-
counted for 183 formerly miss-
ing persons from past conflicts. 

Also, the agency individu-
ally identified the remains of 
18 additional personnel, who 
were previously accounted for 
as part of group burials, reach-
ing another milestone of 201 to-
tal identifications for the fis-
cal year.

“These numbers are an 
unprecedented achievement 
in the accounting mission’s 

history,” said Kelly McKeague, 
DPAA director. “With more 
than 600 military and civilian 
personnel stationed and oper-
ating around the world, DPAA 
is staunchly committed to re-
searching, investigating, recov-
ering and identifying U.S. per-
sonnel who made the ultimate 
sacrifice for our nation. It’s 
through this staunch commit-
ment that we endeavor to bring 
solace to those who still wait for 
the fullest possible accounting 
of their loved ones.” 

A breakdown by conflict 
of those whose remains were 
identified shows that 143 were 
from World War II, 42 from the 

Korean War, and 16 from the 
Vietnam War. Geographically, 
172 were from the Asia-Pacific 
region, and 29 were repatriated 
from the European-Mediterra-
nean region.

In fiscal 2016, DPAA made 
164 identifications. McKeague 
attributed the substantial in-
crease in fiscal 2017 to talent-
ed and dedicated subject mat-
ter experts, advanced scientific 
methods, and a vigorous oper-
ations pace for field activities 
and disinterments.

“We are also extremely 
grateful to each of the countries 

F-35A scheduled to 
deploy to Kadena
Pacific Air Forces Public Affairs

JOINT BASE PEARL HAR-
BOR-HICKAM, Hawaii — Ap-
proximately 300 Airmen and 12 
F-35A Lightning IIs from Hill 
Air Force Base, Utah’s 34th 
Fighter Squadron are set to de-
ploy to Kadena Air Base, Japan 
for a six-month rotation. 

The aircraft and supporting 
personnel are scheduled to ar-
rive at Kadena AB in early No-
vember.

This marks U.S. Pacific Com-
mand’s first operational tasking 
for the F-35A and builds upon 
the U.S. Air Force fifth-gener-
ation stealth fighter’s success-
ful debut in the Indo-Asia-Pa-
cific at the Seoul International 

Aerospace and Defense Exhibi-
tion earlier this month.

“The F-35A gives the  
joint warfighter unprecedent-
ed global precision attack ca-
pability against current and 
emerging threats while com-
plementing our air superior-
ity fleet,” said Gen. Terrence 
J. O’Shaughnessy, Pacific Air 
Forces commander. “The air-
frame is ideally suited to meet 
our command’s obligations, and 
we look forward to integrating 
it into our training and opera-
tions.”

The F-35A is being deployed 
under USPACOM’s theater  
security package program, 
which has been in operation 
since 2004. 

U.S. Army photo/Elizabeth Fraser

Members of the 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment (The Old Guard) participate 
in the full honors service for Army Air Forces 1st Lt. Francis Pitonyak 
Sept. 22, at Arlington National Cemetery, Arlington, Va.See MISSING Page 19

U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. Heather Redman

An F-35 Lightning II from Hill Air Force Base, Utah, taxis for take off Oct. 
13 at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii.



Legacy Stratotanker refuels newest fighters
Senior Airman Janelle Patiño

92nd Air refueling Wing Public AffAirs

FAIRCHILD AIR FORCE 
BASE, Wash. — Team Fair-
child’s KC-135 Stratotanker 
was hard at work refueling six 
of the U.S. Air Force’s latest 
fifth-generation fighters, the F-
35A Lightning II, Oct. 17 over 
the Pacific Northwest.

The F-35 brings enhanced 
capabilities to survive in an 
advanced threat environment 
while adding an additional level 
of lethality to the force. It pro-
vides next-generation stealth, 
enhanced situational aware-
ness and reduced vulnerability 
for the U.S. and allied nations. 
But no matter how deadly, the 
F-35 couldn’t go anywhere or 
complete any mission without 
regular fuel-ups from the gas-
station-in-the-sky KC-135 Stra-
totanker.

“It was the crew’s first time 
refueling not just one, but six 

of the newest aircraft in the Air 
Force inventory,” said Capt. 
Halverstadt, 93rd Air Refuel-
ing Squadron pilot. “We were 
focusing on check rides and 
getting all (training) require-
ments completed, but we took a 
few moments during the flight 
to remind ourselves we were 
refueling one of the newest jets. 
It was definitely exciting.”

KC-135 allow F-35s lon-
ger time en route by providing 
them timely movement and as-
sisting them responsively, de-
livering and giving them fuel 
anywhere on the globe to com-
plete their mission.

“KC-135s allow fighters 
that much more reach. It has a 
strong history of doing what it 
takes to get the mission done,” 
said Capt. Kevin Mulligan, 
93rd ARS pilot. “Overall, (in-
flight refueling) is key to tacti-
cal and strategic operations.”

Considering the KC-135 is 
more than 60 years old, the 

maintenance and upgrades 
performed on the aircraft to 
modernize and improve oper-
ational effectiveness and ef-
ficiency enables its capacity 
to deliver effective warfight-
er support at the right time and 
place.

“The latest update, Block 45, 
has made (the KC-135) simi-
lar to most modern airlines by 
putting the glass display in the 

middle with all the engine in-
struments,” Mulligan said. “By 
having an LCD display, you can 
do a software update like any 
other technology. It’s just like 
downloading your cellphone 
software; it streamlines the 
process and makes it quicker.”

“The KC-135 is the back-
bone to Air Power. We must be 
an agile force that can go any-
where at a moment’s notice, 

and without our KC-135 fleet, 
our ability to accomplish our 
mission is impossible,” said 
Lt. Col. Bart Wilbanks, 466th 
Fighter Squadron F-35 assis-
tant director of operations. 
“Current operations worldwide 
are extremely dependent on the 
KC-135 for almost all the Air 
Forces core competencies. The 
F-35 is amazing machine, but 
without the KC-135 we would 
be extremely limited to what 
it could accomplish on a given 
mission.”

Though flying two aircraft 
or jets in close proximity can be 
dangerous, the KC-135 has the 
necessary tools to safely meet 
operational requirements.

“It takes a lot of coordina-
tion between the boom opera-
tors and the pilots to make the 
mission as safe as possible,” 
Mulligan said. “The standard-
ized procedures, communica-
tion and terminology make it as 
safe as it can be flying and de-
livering fuel to other aircraft 
and fighter jets.”

As the 93rd ARS’ mot-
to goes, “Nobody can get any 
work done without tanker gas.” 
The KC-135 provides the core 
aerial refueling capability for 
the U.S. Air Force and has ex-
celled in this role for six de-
cades.

“Enabling other airframes 
to get the mission done is our 
biggest service. We focus a lot 
on fighters and being up-close 
with them at the front of the 
fight,” Mulligan added. “(The 
KC-135’s) unique capabilities 
allow us to accomplish our pri-
mary mission of global reach 
and power projection.”
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Household • Commercial • Warehousing • Boat & RV 

Four Seasons
SELF STORAGE

Located off Hwy 12 @ Walters Road

ON MOST SIZES. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.
EXPIRES 10/31/17.

50% OFF
1st MONTH

COUPON

• On Site Management

• Security Cameras

• Individually Alarmed Units

• Private Gate Codes

• Well Lit Wide Hallways

• Drive-Up Units Available

1600 Petersen Road • Suisun

(707) 439-0605
www.4sssonline.com

Ask  
About Our
MILITARY 
DISCOUNT

SIZES TO FIT EVERY NEED!

Sunrise Residences Open Daily 9-5PM 
2750 North Texas, Fairfield

Brand new studio, one bedroom and two bedroom 
units, modestly priced from $1,475-$1,900/mo. 
Gated community. Elevated ceilings, Java beech 
wood cabinets, Stainless Steel appliances, granite 
counters, washers/dryers and more. Three story 
elevator served units. Close to shopping and freeway 
access. Ask about our Grand Opening Specials. 

Dawn Dickson
(707) 421-9900

OPEN HOUSE

u.s. Air force photo/senior Airman sean campbell

Fairchild Air Force Base, Wash., aircrew perform a walk-around of a KC-
135 Stratotanker before flying an air refueling mission Oct. 17 at Fairchild.

Follow @travisafb on Instagram
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KUDOS helps children 
glimpse life in service

5) Tech. Sgt. 
Becky Schilter, 
60th Logistics 
Readiness 
Squadron, helps 
a child try on 
military gear 
during Kids 
Understanding 
Deployment 
Operations 
day Oct. 21 at 
Travis Air Force 
Base Calif. 6) 
Staff Sgt. Roniel 
Tolentino and 
Pako, 60th 
Security Forces 
Squadron, 
apprehend Staff 
Sgt. Nicholas 
Taylor, 60 SFS, 
as he plays 
the part of 
the “bad guy” 
during a canine 
demonstration. 
7) Face painting 
was part of the 
festivities at the 
60th Aerial Port 
Squadron cargo 
warehouse.

1) Two children fill out forms as part of their “out-
processing” at the 60th Aerial Port Squadron cargo 
warehouse, set up to host U.S. Air Force families for 

Kids Understanding Deployment Operations day Oct. 
21 at Travis Air Force Base Calif. KUDOS is a program 

developed to give children a deeper understanding of the 
military deployment process, the training parents receive 

and to better deal with a loved one’s absence. 2) A child 
completes another checkpoint in the “out-processing” 

line. 3) A child displays the dog tags received as part the 
outprocessing line. 4) Staff Sgt. Benjamin Wagner, 60th 

Security Forces Squadron, supervises “weapons training” 
at the 60th APS cargo warehouse.

U.S. Air Force photos by Heide Couch
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Airmen’s Ministry Center
• The Peak is open from 6 to 9 p.m. 

Monday through Friday at Bldg 1348. 
Home-cooked meal at 6 p.m. Tuesday’s followed 
at 7 p.m. by Bible study.

u u u
For more information about chapel 

programs, call Twin Peaks Chapel at 707-424-
3217.

Recurring
Air Force Office of Special Investiga-

tions. To report a crime, get a foreign travel 
brief or request information on joining AFOSI, 
report to Bldg. 380B, second floor. Send 
correspondence to AFOSI Detachment 303, 
510 Airlift CR, Travis AFB, 94535. For more 
information, call 707-424-3115 or DSN: 
837-3115.

Air Force Sergeants Association 
“Walter E. Scott” Chapter 1320. General 
membership meetings are at 3 p.m. on the 
second Friday of every month at Wingman’s in 
the Delta Breeze Club. For more information, 
contact Senior Master Sgt. Angell Nichols or 
Tech. Sgt. Rebecca Linden de Romero.

Airmen’s Attic. The Airmen’s Attic is open 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday 
and 4 to 6 p.m. Wednesday. 560 Hickam Ave. 
For more information, call 707-424-8740 or 
visit the Facebook page “The Attic at Travis 
AFB.”

Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group. 
Meetings take place from 1 to 2:30 p.m. the 
third Thursday of the month in the diabetic 
education classroom on the first floor in 
Internal Medicine at David Grant USAF Medical 
Center. For more information, call 707-423-
7227.

Base emergency numbers. Mobile 
phone users must dial 707-424-4911 if they 
have an emergency on base. Those using 
government or home phones can call 911. For 
more information, call the Travis Air Force Base 
Fire Prevention Office at 707-424-3683.

Crisis text line. Free, confidential, 24/7 
counseling for teens and young adults. Text 741-
741 anywhere in the United States and a live, 
trained crisis counselor responds quickly.

Employee-Vehicle Certification and 
Reporting System. Civilian and military 
personnel must maintain emissions 
information with the Web-based ECARS 
system. For more information, call Xuyen Lieu 

at 707-424-5103.
Exceptional Family Member Program 

Sensory Play Group. This group meets from 
2 to 4 p.m. the second and fourth Wednesdays 
at the Balfour Beatty Community Center. For 
more information, call 707-424-4342 or visit 
the Facebook page “EFMP Travis AFB.”

Fairfield/Vacaville Train Station 
Project. Located at Peabody Road and 
Vanden Road in Fairfield with a six-lane 
overpass. Construction is scheduled for 
completion in October. For more information, 
visit http://bit.ly/1yNIBwV.

Family Advocacy Parent/Child 
playgroups. Toddlers to the Max Playgroup for 
children ages 1 to 3 meets from 9:30 to 11 a.m. 
Wednesdays at the First Street Chapel Annex. 
The Rattles to Raspberries Playgroup for infants 
8 weeks to 1 year meets 9:30 to 11 a.m. 
Thursdays at the First Street Chapel Annex. For 
more information, call 707-423-5168. 

Family and Friends Combat Stress 
Peer Support Group. Meets from noon to 1 
p.m. the first Tuesday of every month at the 
Balfour Beatty Community Center and from 1-2 
p.m. the third Thursday of each month at The 
Peak. For more information, contact Amber 
Quirate and Jessica Soto at 501-231-7756 or 
email travsopcombatptsd@gmail.com.

Government no-fee passports. All 
submissions of applications for government 
no-fee passports must now include: 1) A 
photocopy of Military Identification Card front 
and back; 2) Passport photo taken in the past 
six months; 3) Supporting document(s), proof 
of U.S. citizenship certified copy with state or 
county seal, if it involved a name change submit 
a court order or marriage certificate. Passport 
application cannot be handwritten and printed 
back to back and must be completed online 
with 2D barcode at website https://pptform.
state.gov and/or https://travel.state.gov. For 
more information, call 707-424-5324.

Hometown News Releases. To submit a 
Hometown News Release, visit https://jhns.
release.dma.mil/public and fill out the 
information.

LGBT Alliance. General membership 
meetings take place at 6 p.m. the first 
Wednesday of every month at the Airman and 
Family Readiness Center. For more information, 
email lgbtalliance707@gmail.com or call 
707-424-2486.

Mare Island Museum. Now a Blue Star 
Museum, which means active-duty military, 
reservists and their family members are eligible 
for free admission from Memorial Day to Labor 

Day. 1100 Railroad Ave. on Mare Island in 
Vallejo. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday. For more 
information, call 707-557-4646.

M-50 Gas Mask Fit Testing. Takes place 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. every Wednesday at Bldg. 
791. All deployers are fit as necessary. For more 
information, call 707-424-2689.

Mitchell Memorial Library. Open 9 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and 
closed Sunday.

Montezuma Shrine Club. Meets every 
third Thursday of the month at the Masonic 
Center, 412 Travis Blvd., Fairfield. For more 
information, call Mike Michaelis at 707-427-
2573 or Cal Gitsham at 707-425-0060.

Motorcycle licensing and training. 
California Rider Education offers the 
Motorcyclists Training Course, Basic Ridervs 
Course 2 and the Military Sportsbike Riders 
Course on base. MTC classes take place most 
weekends. Motorcycles and helmets provided. 
Successful completion gives students a DL389 
that waives the skills test at DMV. Course cost 
covered for active duty, reserves, some DOD 
and NAF folks. Family members welcome, but 
must cover own costs. All registrations done via 
phone at 1-800-966-3844.

On-base child care. The Air Force 
requires on-base residents to be licensed by the 
60th Mission Support Group if they provide 
more than 10 hours of care per week in their 
homes. For more information, call 707-424-
8104 or 707-424-4596 or stop by Bldg. 380B.

Photocopying of military identifica-
tion. The prohibition of photocopying of U.S. 
government identification Common Access 
Card announced by the Office of the Assistant 
Secretary of Defense, dated Oct. 27, 2011, does 
not apply to medical establishments, applying 
for government-issued, no-fee passport and 
other U.S. government agencies in the 
performance of official government business. 
This requirement does not apply to minors ages 
16 or younger. However, it applies to sponsors. 
For more information, call 707-424-5324.

Professional Loadmaster Association. 
The Professional Loadmaster Association meets 
at 7 p.m. the first Tuesday of each month at the 
Delta Breeze Club. For more information, call 
Mark Raymond at 707-416-5331.

Retiree Activities Office. Openings for 
volunteers. Customers are retired American 
service members and their family members. It 
is the RAO’s responsibility to maintain open 
communication and to ensure retirees receive 
the service and the respect they deserve.  
If you would like to apply for a volunteer slot 
and have three hours or more to give, call 
707-424-3905.

SGLI and vRED. The Record of 
Emergency Data, aka vRED, and the 
Servicemembers Group Life Insurance form 
are two of the most-critical documents a 
service member is responsible for maintaining 
throughout a military career. Commanders, 
Casualty Assistance personnel and Mortuary 
Affairs personnel rely heavily on these two 
documents as a vital source of information 
when a crisis occurs resulting in serious injury 
or death of the service member.

News Notes
Flu shots available. Influenza season is 

rapidly approaching. Active duty members can 
annual get flu shots beginning Monday at the 
David Grant USAF Medical Center at Travis Air 
Force Base, California. All other TRICARE 
beneficiaries can get immunized beginning Sept. 
18. Flu shots are available in the Influenza Room, 
which is located on the first floor across from 
Internal Medicine. Flu shots are strongly 
recommended for high-risk populations, which 
includes children 5 years and younger, adults age 
65 and older and pregnant women. For more infor-
mation, call the Allergy and Immunization Clinic 
at 707-423-5107.

Roadwork. Work will resume at the 
intersection of Air Base Parkway at Clay Bank 
Road starting Oct. 30. All work will be performed 
between the hours of 7 p.m. and 5 a.m., and will 
be completed Nov. 3. Traffic control will be limited 
to one lane in each direction with potential of 
delays. For more information, 707-428-7478.

Commissary. Operating hours from 9 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. Nov. 11 for Veterans Day.

60th FSS
Events and information

Stay Connected. Thomas Melton was the 
$1K winner for Travis AFB during the Air Force 
Services Activity “Stay Connected” club 
membership promotion.

Gift cards. Win gift cards on Facebook this 
Halloween. Think you have Travis’ best Halloween 
costume? For details and to enter, “Like” us on 
Facebook and stay tuned to Facebook.
com/60FSS. 

Work-from-home training. Family Child 
Care is looking for nurturing individuals who want 
to work from home. From 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Nov. 13-16, they are offering training to become a 
child care provider. Child Care Providers choose 
their own rates and hours. Free. To register, call 
707-424-4596.

Huddle up for football. Did you know the 
Delta Breeze Club offers the NFL Ticket for free 
every Sunday, Monday and Thursday? You could 
even win Super Bowl 2018 Tickets. For more 
information, call 707-437-3711.

$1 Bingo at Travis Bowl. Travis Bowl is now 
offering daily $1 Bingo. Win up to $200. Each 
bingo card is $1 and participants must be 18 to 
play. For more information, call 707-437-4737.

Online language courses. Mitchell 
Memorial Library is offering Mango Languages for 
free.  Learn Dutch, Spanish, French, Korean, 
Japanese, Italian and more at your own pace. For 
more information, call the library at 707-424-3279. 

Custom vacation packages. Leisure Travel 
located inside Outdoor Recreation books travel 
destinations like Hawaii, Mexico, Las Vegas and 
more. Options include rental car, lodging, 
excursions, airfare and cruises. For more 
information, call 707-424-5250.

u u u
For more information on FSS, visit http://www.

travisfss.com.

Chapel programs
Recurring events

Catholic
Twin Peaks Chapel

• Roman Catholic Mass: 9 a.m. and noon 
Sunday.

• Children’s Church: 10:15 a.m. Sunday.
• Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession: 

4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Wednesday or upon 
appointment.

• Infant Baptism Prep Class: Two classes. 
Registration Required. 6 to 7 p.m., offered 
quarterly.

• Youth Choir: 1 p.m. Sunday.
• Children’s Choir: 2 p.m. Sunday.
• Adult Choir: 4 p.m. Sunday.
• Women’s Bible Study: 10 a.m. (at First 

Street Chapel).
• Catholic Women of the Chapel: 6 p.m. first 

Monday of every month, Annex.
• Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: 6 to 

7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Annex.
• RE Classes: 10:15 to 11:30 a.m. Sunday, 

RE Wing.
First Street Chapel

• Mom’s Group: 9 to 11:30 a.m. Thursday 
and Friday.

DGMC Chapel
• Roman Catholic Mass: Noon to 12:35 p.m. 

Monday through Thursday, except for federal holidays.
The Church of Jesus Christ  

of Latter-day Saints
• Sacrament Services: 9 and 11 a.m. Sunday at 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Fairfield 
Stake Center, 2700 Camrose Ave., Fairfield. 

DGMC Chapel
• Latter-day Saints Service: 4 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday at DGMC Medical Center Chapel.
• For all other enquires, call LDS Military relations 

representatives at 707-535-6979
Protestant

First Street Chapel
• Protestant Community Service: 9:30 to 10:30 

a.m. Sunday.
• Gospel Worship Service: 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 

p.m. Sunday.
• Children’s Ministry is provided for 6-month-olds 

through fifth grade.
• Protestant Men of the Chapel: 8 to 9 a.m., first 

Saturday of every month.
Twin Peaks Chapel

• Protestant Women of the Chapel: 9:30 to 11 
a.m. Tuesday.

DGMC Medical Center Chapel
• Protestant Traditional Service: 10 a.m. to 11 

a.m. Sunday.
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Airmen complete FtAC

U.S. Air Force photo

Congratulations  to  the  latest  Airmen  to  complete  the First-Term Airman Center 
course. Alphabetically: Airman Niya Acey, 60th Force Support Squadron; Airman 
1st Class Jordan Arnold, 860th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron; Airman Brandon 
Audouin,  60th  Communications  Squadron;  Airman  1st  Class  Kenneth  Avelino, 
60th Civil Engineer Squadron; Airman Basic Daniel Babiarz, 60th Diagnostics and 
Therapeutics Squadron; Airman 1st Class James Balmonte, 21st Airlift Squadron; 
Airman 1st Class Jessica Bergler, 60th Inpatient Squadron; Airman Timothy Bill-
ings, 22 AS; Airman Caitlin Brooks, 60th MDTS; Airman 1st Class Eric Castile, 60th 
IPTS; Airman 1st Class Joshua Davids, 60th Maintenance Squadron; Airman Gar-
rett Dion, 60th CES; Airman Jovan Fernandez, 60th Surgical Operations Squadron; 
Airman 1st Class Aimee Henriquez, 60th SGCS; Airman Devinn Hoey, 60th AMXS; 
Airman 1st Class Zachary Lackey, 60th FSS; Airman 1st Class Alexendria Lara, 
60th MDTS; Airman 1st Class James Le Mar, 60th CES; Airman 1st Class Chris 
Lingoni, 60th CS; Airman 1st Class Marco Lorenzo, 660th AMXS; Airman 1st Class 
Enoch Marfo, 60th Aerial Port Squadron; Airman 1st Class Gabriel Melton, 660th 
AMXS; Airman 1st Class Hoang Nguyen, 60th SGCS; Airman 1st Class Jenice 
Romero, 60th MXS; Airman 1st Class Maya Rouhollahi, 60th Logistics Readiness 
Squadron; Airman 1st Class Justin Sanchez, 60th AMXS; Airman 1st Class Jannah 
Santonil, 60th Medical Support Squadron; and Airman Cole Vonsik, 60th AMXS.

“News Notes” briefs must be submitted to 60AmwPA@us.Af.mil seveN dAys before the eveNt dAte. CAll the 60th Air mobility wiNg PubliC AffAirs offiCe iNterNAl iNfo seCtioN At 424-2011 for more iNformAtioN.

in the next week . . .

fr
i Pre-Teen Halloween Party. 9 

p.m. to midnight Oct. 27 for ages 
9 to 12. Youth Center members 
$7, nonmembers $10. To register, 
call the Youth Center at 707-424-
5392. 

sa
t Trunk-or-Treat.  5-8  p.m.  Oct. 

28 at the Airman & Family Readi-
ness Center. Come in your best 
costume  for  candy,  games  and 
contests.  Volunteers  may  also 
participate to decorate their vehi-
cle trunks by registering online at 

TravisAFRC.com.  Free.  For  more  informa-
tion, call 707-424-2486.

Adult Halloween Bash. 9 p.m. Oct. 
28 at Wingman’s inside the Delta Breeze 
Club. Ages 18 years and older can enjoy 
music and dancing. Free. For more 
information, call 707-437-3711.

Zombie Run. 6 p.m. Oct. 28 at the 
Fitness Center. 5k. Registration is not 
required. All ages welcome. Free. For more 
information, call 707-424-2008.

First Travis WineFest 2017. From 
5-9 p.m. Oct. 28, enjoy more than 40 wine 
selections, gourmet cuisine and live 
entertainment at the Delta Breeze Club. 
Tickets on sale at the Exchange Customer 
Service Desk, Class Six, Outdoor Recreation 
and the Delta Breeze Club. Tickets $30 per 

person or $50 for two. For more 
information, call 707-437-3711.

w
ed

Federal Employees Open 
Season Health Fair. 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Nov. 1 at Bldg. 381 
auditorium. Talk to representa-
tives from most local HMOs and 
other organizations. Health 
screenings, info booths.

th
u Travis Heritage Center 

Behind the Scenes Tour. 9:30 
a.m. Nov. 2. Discover what it 
takes to make a heritage center 
function, learn about projects 
under way and find out how the 
staff preserve static aircraft for 

future generations to enjoy. Donuts and 
coffee provided. Free. To attend, call the 
office manager at 707-424-5883.

Position available. The following 
non-personal service position is open for bid: 
Catholic parish coordinator. Basic specifica-
tions and qualifications can be found in the 
Statement of Work. No demonstration of skills 
is required. This contract will be awarded 
based on the “best value” to the government. 
Submit sealed bids by noon Nov. 2. Interested 
individuals should email Ch. Philip Smith to 
request a statement of work, application 
procedures letter, and basis of award letter. For 
more information contact Ch. Philip Smith at 
424-3217 or philip.smith.31@us.af.mil

Here are the showtimes for this weekend’s 
movies at the Base Theater:

Today
• 6:30 p.m. “Flatliners” (PG-13)
• 9 p.m. “KingsMan:      
  The Golden Circle” (R)

Saturday
• 6:30 p.m. “American Assassin” (R)
• 9 p.m. “American Made” (R)

Sunday
• 2 p.m. “The Lego Ninjago Movie” (PG)

Retiree Corner
TRICARE offers smokers 
help with quitting

fort lee, va. — Quit-
ting smoking can be a chal-
lenge, but if triCAre ben-
eficiaries think they may be 
ready, there is help available 
to make quitting easier. 

the freedom Quitline of-
fers nicotine replacement 
treatment at no cost mailed 
directly to beneficiaries, plus 
guided telephone counseling 
and support to maximize the 
chances of success. 

freedom Quitline was 
just what former smoker 
tim, from Clio, michigan, 
needed when he decided it 
was time to quit. 

“i liked everything about 

the program,” said tim. “it 
was very easy to participate, 
very convenient. the calls 
were on time and the patches 
always arrived on time. the 
counselor was very support-
ive, always made himself 
available if i needed any help 
between sessions. he genu-
inely cared about my health 
and my needs.” 

Call freedom Quitline 
at 844-i-Am-free (1-844-
426-3733) monday through 
friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Cdt. 

freedom smoking Quit-
line is a National institutes 
of health-funded research 
study co-sponsored by the 
59th medical wing and the 
university of virginia.

— Air Force News Service
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8 9 3 2

4
9

6
5

3

1 7

How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Medium

You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

6 3 8
8 7 9 3
9 5 6

3 8 1
9

8 6 7
4 8 2
3 8 5 7

9 2 6
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8 6 4 7 2 9 1 3 5
1 7 5 8 6 3 9 2 4
9 2 3 4 1 5 8 7 6
3 5 8 6 7 4 2 1 9
2 4 9 1 3 8 5 6 7
6 1 7 9 5 2 4 8 3
7 9 6 5 8 1 3 4 2
4 3 1 2 9 6 7 5 8
5 8 2 3 4 7 6 9 1

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the board 
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such 
that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and tips, 
visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts, Sudoku and 
other puzzles, check out our books, 
iPhone/iPad Apps and much more on 
our store at www.str8ts.comThe solutions will be published here in the next issue.

No. 357 Tough Previous solution - Medium

puzzles
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Cellular (707) 718-1989
nprice@c21mm.com
301 Dickson Hill Road, Fairfield, CA 94533

M&M and Associates

Let My Experience, Make Your 
Home Buying or Selling Experience, 

Your Best Experience!

Each Office is independently Owned and Operated

Nancy Price-Branson 
REALTOR®

Cal BRE #01426977 
CDPE, SFR, ABR, MRP, SRES

NOW OPEN

Consignment Hours:
We accept women’s sizes Junior to 4XL
Tuesdays & Thursdays from 11am - 3pm

Boutique Hours: 
Tuesday - Saturday 

10am - 5:30pm

 707.422.5242707 422 5242

340 Travis Blvd. Suite 2 • Fairfield 
 (turn in at Solano Storage) 

15% Off 
On Saturdays 

with Military ID

accepted into officer training 
school through Air Universi-
ty at Maxwell Air Force Base, 
Alabama, and was later se-
lected to attend Euro NATO 
Joint Jet Pilot Training at 
Sheppard AFB, Texas.

The lieutenant gained ex-
perience on the T-6A Texan 
II and T-38C Talon and was 
eventually chosen to fly the F-
15E. He graduated from the 
Strike Eagle Basic Course 
at Seymour-Johnson AFB, 
North Carolina in July and 
was stationed at RAF Laken-
heath for his first operation-
al tour.

“I tie a lot of my success 
from my OTS application be-
ing competitive to my eventu-
al success through pilot train-
ing to having a solid base of 
aviation knowledge and air-
manship that I gained while 
flying at the Yokota Aero 
Club,” Schloemer said.

The Air Force Aero Clubs, 

under the direction of the Air 
Force Services Activity, have 
played a significant role in 
building and sustaining ready 
and resilient Airmen for al-
most 70 years. Currently, 16 
installations worldwide sup-
port aero clubs.

“Members of the aero club 
are those who want to fly,” 
said Eric Treland, Air Force 
Aero Club program manag-
er. “They’re passionate about 
aviation. It helps them under-
stand the Air Force mission of 
fly, fight and win in air, space 
and cyberspace, and it helps 
many of them relate directly 
to their mission.”

Aero clubs are open to ac-
tive duty, reserve, guard and 
retired military members and 
their families; Defense De-
partment of Defense civilians; 
and Civil Air Patrol members.

Members without flight ex-
perience can earn a private 
pilot certificate in as few as 
six to seven months, based on 
time commitment, Treland 
said. Members will pilot light 
general aviation aircraft.

Aero clubs
From Page 12

ground-to-air communications, 
navigations and weather sys-
tems, as well as the radars air 
traffic controllers use to guide 
aircraft.

Staff Sgt. Rajiv Shetty, 20th 
OSS ground radar systems 
NCO in charge, said the Air-
men developed a training strat-
egy by learning from past ex-
periences such as the merge of 
the ground radio and meteoro-
logical navigation career fields. 

The plan outlined milestones 
and deadlines each team mem-
ber should reach, as well as so-
lutions for potential issues.

If a technician from either 
shop is called out to perform a 
task, their counterpart will ac-
company for on-the-job train-
ing, said Airman 1st Class Dar-
ricka Sides, 20th OSS airfield 
systems technician. This pro-
cess of teaching others also 
helps Sides learn more and be-
come more proficient in her job. 

However, airfield systems 
Airmen may not have the 
chance to obtain hands-on 

training with the equipment 
due to the limited time radars 
are down for maintenance, 
therefore, formal training is 
available at Keesler AFB, Mis-
sissippi.

As they achieve their train-
ing, the 20th OSS Airmen also 
improve their teamwork skills.

“Each shop was used to do-
ing things their own way, but 
working to help train each oth-
er has led to more together-
ness,” said Shetty. “It may be a 
challenge to consolidate, but we 
welcome the challenge of this 
merger.”

Merge
From Page 12

in which we operate, the com-
batant commands, military 
Service Casualty Offices, as 
well as to the Armed Forces 
Medical Examiner System and 
the Armed Forces DNA Identi-
fication Laboratory; the teams 
from the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs and the American 
Battle Monuments Commission 
cemeteries; and our partner-
ships with non-governmental 
organizations. Their collabora-
tion with, and support to, DPAA 
have been outstanding,” said 
McKeague.

Missing
From Page 13

U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Kathryn R.C. Reaves

Senior Airman Brendan Milligan, 20th Operations Support Squadron ground radar systems technician, checks 
radar parameter values at a monitor and a Digital Airport Surveillance Radar control screen as Airman 1st 
Class Darricka Sides, right, 20th OSS airfield systems technician, and Staff Sgt. Rajiv Shetty, left, 20th OSS 
ground radar systems noncommissioned officer in charge, observe Oct. 4 at Shaw Air Force Base, S.C.
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For advertising information about this directory, call Classifieds at 707-427-6917 or email: ahowering@dailyrepublic.net

ASSEMBLY OF GOD BAPTIST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST

CHURCH OF CHRIST

LUTHERAN

BAPTIST EPISCOPAL
Worship  

With Us…
St. Paul 

Baptist Church

2500 N Texas Street, Suite H
Fairfield, CA 94533
Rev. Dr. Terry Long, Pastor
Sunday 
Sunday School: 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 11:00 a.m.
Children’s Church: 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday 
Prayer Meeting: 6:30-7:00 p.m.
Bible Study: 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Web Site: www.stpaulfairfield.com
Email: stpaulbcfairfield@comcast.net
Church Phone: 707-422-2003

First Assembly Of God
of Fairfield

•9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL
•10:30 AM * MORNING WORSHIP 

•KID’z CHURCH Grades K-5th
•10:00 AM WEDNESDAY 

SENIOR PRAYER
• 7:00 PM WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Adult Bible Study
Girl’s Club

Royal Rangers
Revolution Youth

*Nursery Care Provided

707425-3612
2207 UNION AVE., FAIRFIELD

www.1agff.org
email: info@1agff.org

Lead Pastor: C. Eric Lura

TRINITY 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Tired of gimmicks and games?
Want a Bible-believing traditional church?

Need a loving church family?
You are invited to:

TRINITY  LUTHERAN CHURCH -  LCMS
Traditional Worship: 10 AM

Children’s Church during 10 AM Service
Adult Bible Study: 8:45 AM
2075 Dover Ave., Fairfield

(2 blocks south of Airbase Pkwy.)
(707) 425-2944
www.tlcps.org

Rev. Dr. Dan Molyneux, Pastor

Sunday Morning Bible Study .............. 9 AM
  Sunday Morning Worship  ..................10 AM
  Sunday Evening Worship  ....................6 PM
  Wed. Evening Bible Study ....................7 PM

  Homeless ministry at Mission Solano
  Rescue Mission  1st Friday of month 6-8 PM

Jesus said, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; John 11:25

CHURCH OF CHRIST - SOLANO
1201 Marshall Road, Vacaville, CA 95687

YOU

YOU

CHURCH of CHRIST 
Meets at Rockville Cemetery

 Stone Chapel
4221 Suisun Valley Rd, Fairfield

9:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:50 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship
5:30 p.m. Sunday Evening Worship
7:00 p.m. Wednesday Evening Bible Study
We welcome and encourage you to come and 
hear the good news of the gospel of Christ, 
and to learn about eternal salvation for all 

mankind that is offered through Jesus.
“And there is salvation in no one 

else; for there is no other name under 
heaven that has been given among men 
by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12
Bring a heart and mind willing to hear 
God’s Word and to do His great will...
For more information or directions, 

please visit our website at  
www.rockvillecofc.com

MOUNT CALVARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

1 Church in 2 Locations
A multi-ethnic ministry

Dr. Claybon Lea, Jr., Senior Pastor

Suisun Campus
601 Whispering Bay Lane

T.N.T. Bible Study
Tuesday Noon Teaching, 12 p.m.

Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m.
ORDINANCES

Communion & Baptism:
1st Tuesday @ 12:00 p.m.

Fairfield Campus
1735 Enterprise Drive, Bldg. 3

T.N.T. Bible Study
Tuesday Night Teaching 7:00 p.m.

AWANA Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Worship 7:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 11:45 a.m.

Children’s Church 11:45 a.m.
Youth & Collegiate Church 11:45 a.m.

1st, 2nd, & 3rd Sundays
Nursery provided at 11:45 a.m.

ORDINANCES
Communion & Baptism:
1st Tuesday @ 7:00 p.m.

All are welcome.
Please call the Church Office for 

 bookstore & library hours.
(707) 425-1849

Website: www.mcbcfs.org

Grace Episcopal 
Church

1st & Kentucky Streets, Fairfield
(just off W. Texas St.)

425-4481

Sunday Services:
8:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:15 a.m.

Pastor’s Forum
10:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite II
Tuesday Service:

10:00 a.m.
Healing Eucharist

Childcare Provided for all Services
For additional information, contact 

the office at 425-4481
Welcome home to an Open, Caring, 

Christian Community

BETHANY LUTHERAN 
MINISTRIES

621 South Orchard Ave.
Vacaville, CA  95688

(707) 451-6675

bethanychurch@pacbell.net

Worship Services:
Sunday: 8:30am & 11:15am with Bible 
Studies and Sunday School for all ages 
at 10:00am
Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays 
of the month @ 621 S. Orchard Ave., VV

Pastor Gregory Stringer
Bethany Lutheran Preschool

451-6678
bethanypreschool@pacbell.net

www.gobethany .com

Bethany Lutheran School
1011 Ulatis Drive

Vacaville, CA 95687
451-6683 ph • 359-2230 Fax

bethanyschool@pacbell.net
www.gobethany.com

itsallaboutfamilies.org
301 N. Orchard Ave., Vacaville

707.448.5848
SUNDAY
Classes for all ages .......... 10:00 am
Worship ..............................11:00 am
CORE Bible Studies 12:30 & 5:00 pm

(2nd & 4th Sunday)
WEDNESDAY
Adult Studies ........................2:00 pm
AWANA for Kids ..................6:15 pm
Adult & Youth Studies .........6:30 pm

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Southern Baptist Convention

401 W. Monte Vista Ave., Vacaville
707-448-5430

www.tbcvacaville.com
Greg Davidson, Senior Pastor

Sunday:
Worship Service & Bible Study ................9:00 am
Worship Service & Bible Study ............. 10:30 am
Evening Worship & Prayer ....................... 6:00 pm

Wednesday:
Dinner (Sept.-May) ....................................... 4:45 pm
AWANA (Sept.-May)..................................... 6:00 pm
Youth .................................................................. 6:00 pm
Choir ....................................................................6:30 am 
Bible Study ....10:00 am,1:30 pm, 3:30 pm & 6:30 pm
A home for Military families since 1960

For More Information
 On Our Worship Directory,

Contact Daily Republic
Classifieds

at (707) 427-6917
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NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL

PRESBYTERIAN

UNITY

UNITED METHODIST

Vacaville 
Church of Christ
401 Fir St., Vacaville, CA 95688

(707) 448-5085
Minister: Garrett Sander

Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:30 AM

Sunday Morning Worship
10:30 AM

Sunday Evening Worship
6:00 PM

Wed. Evening Bible Study
7:00 PM

www.vacavillecofc.com

If you would like to take a free Bible
correspondence course contact: 

Know Your Bible Program
401 Fir Street • Vacaville, CA 95688

(707) 448-5085

The Father’s House
4800 Horse Creek Drive

Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 455-7790

www.tfh.org

Service Times
Saturday: 6pm

Sunday: 9am & 11am

Bible Based Expository Preaching
Sunday Worship Services
9 AM, 10:45 AM & 6 PM 

Pastor Jon Kile
192 Bella Vista Road, Vacaville

707-451-2026

Nursery & Children’s Classes Provided
Adult & Youth Sunday School -  

9 AM & 10:45 AM
Check our website for more information  

on other ministries offered

www.vacavillefaith.org

“The People of 
The United Methodist Church™”

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

1875 Fairfield Avenue, Fairfield
Phone: 707- 426-2944

Email: info@cumcfairfieldca.org
Website:  cumcfairfieldca.org

Pastor Ron Swisher
Worship Service 10:30 A.M.
Sunday School for Children  
during the Worship Service

Communion is held the  
1st Sunday of every month

Adult and Bell Choirs
Adult Bible and Book Studies

United Methodist Women
Sunday Morning Bible Studies at 9:00 A.M.

A Passion to...
Worship God • Love People • Share Christ

A Non-Denominational Bible 
Teaching Church

We offer:

• Nursery • Children’s Classes
• Youth Ministries
• AWANA Program
• Men’s & Women’s Bible Studies
• Prime Timers (Seniors Ministry)
• In Home Mid-Week Bible Studies
• Celebrate Recovery

Bruce Gallaher, Lead Pastor
707-446-9838
www.cccv.me

190 Butcher Road, Vacaville, CA 95687
(off of Alamo, Just South of I-80)

Sunday Worship Services
8:15am • 9:45am • 11:15am

ROCKVILLE PRESBYTERIAN 
FELLOWSHIP

“Where the Word of God Comes First”
JOIN US THIS SUNDAY.

Sunday Services
   Traditional with Choir 9:00 a.m. 
   Praise Service with Band 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School for children at both services
Youth Sunday School at 10:30 a.m.

Adult Christian Education (ACE) 10:20 a.m.
Nursery care is available during both Worship Services

Rev. Dr. Larry Vilardo
Pastor Joanne Martindale, Youth & Family Pastor

Youth Group meets every Wed. at 6:30pm

The Lord’s Supper is Celebrated 
Every Week.

4177A Suisun Valley Rd.
(1/2 mile north of Solano College)

For more information, please call us at 

863-0581 
or visit us on the web at

www.rockvillepresbyterian.org

For More  
Information  

On Our  
Worship Directory,  

Contact  
Daily Republic  

Classifieds  
at (707) 427-6917

Celebrating our oneness, honoring our diversity

350 N. Orchard Ave, 
Vacaville – 447-0521
unityvv@pacbell.net

www.unityvacaville.org
Sunday Morning 

8:00 am Coffee with God
10:00 am Contemporary Celebration  

with Youth Education

Wednesday Evening
6:30 pm Non-Denominational  

Meditation Time
7:00 pm Contemplative Prayer

Come Home to Unity
It’s Like Blue Jeans for the Soul

Affiliated with publisher of Daily Word©
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Strykowski, 33rd RQS HH-60 
Pave Hawk flight lead. “Back 
in Kadena (Air Base, Japan), 
we pretend as best we can to 
know what these guys are going 
to sound like on the radio, what 
calls they’re going to make and 
what kind of information they 
are going to provide, but being 
able to come up here and re-
fresh what that’s actually go-
ing to be like is probably the 

biggest take away from the ex-
ercise.”

Pararescuemen and Surviv-
al, Evasion, Resistance and Es-
cape specialists from the 31st 
RQS provide more realism by 
acting as isolated personnel.

“The intent of this exercise is 
to train like you fight, and we are 
trying to replicate that as best we 
can,” Strykowski said. “We have 
a lot of support from our parares-
cue and SERE. They’re out there 
on the ground now pretending to 
be downed pilots. So every step 
of the way, we are making it as 

realistic as it can get.”
Through combined CSAR 

training, Pacific Thunder en-
hances the combat effective-
ness between U.S. and South Ko-
rean air forces. Exercises like 
Pacific Thunder highlight the 
longstanding military partner-
ship, commitment and endur-
ing friendship between U.S. and 
South Korean forces, helping to 
ensure peace and security on 
the Korean Peninsula, and re-
affirms the U.S. commitment to 
stability in the Indo-Asia-Pacif-
ic region.

Skills
From Page 11

U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Gwendalyn Smith

Members of the 33rd and 31st Rescue Squadrons from Kadena Air Base, 
Japan, prepare for a combat search and rescue mission Oct. 23 during 
Exercise Pacific Thunder 18-1 at Osan AB, South Korea.



Dorlac and Air Force Reserve 
Col. (Dr.) Jay Johannigman, 
who are now retired. 

These “giants of C-STARS” 
recognized that, to have a large 
pool of trauma surgeons avail-
able and ready to deploy, the Air 
Force needed additional civilian 
trauma centers and reached out 
to UC Davis, said Hight. 

Not only does the partnership 
provide military physicians the 
hands-on trauma training they 
need to remain current in their 
fields, it also provides UC Da-
vis with some of the best trained 
trauma surgeons with battlefield 
lessons learned.

“We see very complex trau-
ma from both penetrating and 
blunt injuries,” said Dr. Joseph 
Galante, division chief of trau-
ma, acute care surgery and sur-
gical critical care at UC Da-
vis.   “Additionally, we see 
patients who have been cared 
for at lower-level or non-trauma 
centers around Northern Cali-
fornia.  This mimics the situa-
tion downrange very well,” said 
Galante.

Keeping current
The military wants to keep 

trauma surgeons current in 
trauma care, but that’s difficult 
because so few surgeons treat 
trauma patients, according to 
Galante.   

While it may be common for 
military surgeons to be on call at 
Level II facilities, he said “none 
of them compares with UC Da-
vis, which is one of the nation’s 
busiest trauma facilities and 
California’s only Level I trauma 
center north of San Francisco,” 
said Galante.

“We are also unique in that 
we take care of pediatric trau-
ma. We see many injuries in 
children, which is extremely 
useful downrange.” 

When Navy Reserve com-
mander Galante was at Camp 
Bastion, Afghanistan, perform-
ing emergency surgeries to sta-
bilize service members for 
transfer to Bagram Airfield in 
2010, Hight was on the receiving 
end at Craig Joint Theater Hos-
pital at Bagram.

“That fall, we saw the high-
est number of double … and 
quadruple amputees coming 
through with just severe inju-
ries,” said Hight. “I had never 

experienced anything of that 
complexity, acuity or volume – 
ever. Nothing in the civilian sec-
tors that I’ve even seen com-
pares,” said Hight. “It still gives 
me chills.”

Although the experience was 
emotionally draining and med-
ically challenging, the medical 
teams were well prepared.

“We had an amazing team 
with amazing leadership,” said 
Hight. “It was a phenomenal ex-
perience. We brought that kind 
of mentality back.” 

Starting a study
Hight and Galante’s paths 

briefly overlapped when she ar-
rived at UC Davis as he was 
heading to Afghanistan. The 
two, along with four other col-
leagues, would later co-author 
a study on how working at civil-
ian Level I trauma centers most 
closely resembled working at a 
NATO Role III hospital in Af-
ghanistan during the peak of 
Operation Enduring Freedom.

The study compared the cas-
es and schedules of surgeons at 
two NATO Role III hospitals in 
Afghanistan with those at the 
UC Davis trauma center, two 
civilian Level II trauma cen-
ters, two civilian Level III trau-
ma centers and a U.S. military 
treatment facility.

The researchers found that 
work schedules, number of trau-
ma resuscitations (methods 
used to quickly control surgical 
bleeding) and number of surger-
ies performed daily at Level I 
trauma centers more closely re-
sembled combat conditions than 
Level II or Level III facilities. 

Despite similarities, the re-
searchers also found key differ-
ences between Level I and Role 
III facilities. For example, mil-
itary surgeons face significant-
ly more amputations, soft tissue 
debridement (removing dam-
aged tissue) and trauma in the 
genital and urinary systems. 

“Blast injuries were common 
from people stepping on IEDs,” 
said Lt. Col. (Dr.) Scott Zakaluz-
ny, who was deployed to the Role 
III hospital at Bagram from Oc-
tober 2013 to May 2014. “We 
also treated a lot of chest and 
belly injuries.”  

According to Zakaluzny, who 
deployed to Afghanistan again 
in April, said hemorrhaging is 
the most common cause of death 
in trauma patients.

“We learned in Afghanistan 
and Iraq that tourniquets were 

useful to stop the bleeding. You 
may lose a limb, but they saved 
lives,” he said.    

Zakaluzny completed his fel-
lowship in trauma surgery at 
one of the busiest emergency 
rooms in the nation, the Univer-
sity of California Medical Cen-
ter and Los Angeles County 
Medical Center, which served as 
the backdrop for the 2014 docu-
mentary “Code Black.”  

That experience and his role 
in the desert were much like his 
daily routine at UC Davis.   

“At UCD, I’m doing trauma 
care all the time,” said Zakaluz-
ny. “You might think you’ve 
seen everything and then some-
thing else comes around the cor-
ner. Although it’s not as dramat-
ic at UCD, there are times when 
the work gets overwhelming.”  

People who are not surgeons 
sometimes find it difficult to 
grasp the need for programs 
like the one at UC Davis, said 
Zakaluzny. 

“They wonder who benefits,” 
he said. “The military benefits 
because I’m much more pre-
pared to take care of injured pa-
tients and I’m teaching residents 
who will eventually deploy and 
take care of trauma and combat 
injuries.

“Sometimes when I’m teach-
ing, I’ll interject things that ap-
ply to the military residents like, 
‘when you’re deployed, you may 
not have this so you might want 
to do this.’ The ultimate on-the-
job training is teaching as you 
see patients,” said Zakaluzny. 

A new team member
Maj. (Dr.) Steven Thorpe is 

the newest member of the em-
bedded cadre at UC Davis, hav-
ing arrived in January. 

As an orthopedic surgeon 
with training in musculoskele-
tal oncology and pediatric ortho-
pedics, Thorpe treats osteosar-
coma, a rare cancer that starts 
in the bones, and multiple types 
and soft tissue sarcoma in the 
extremities and pelvis.

He also treats patients with 
bone metastases – cancer that 
has traveled from another body 
part, such the breasts or lungs, 
to the bones. He also treats pa-
tients with tumors that are not 
cancer.

As one of only two orthope-
dic oncologist in the Air Force, 
Thorpe performs “unique sur-
geries” and works in areas of the 
body that other orthopedic sur-
geons don’t go to like the pelvis 

and around blood vessels.
“This give me skills in trau-

matic issues even though I’m not 
a trauma surgeon,” said Thorpe. 
“When I deploy, I go as an ortho-
pedic surgeon.” 

Thorpe’s catchment area is 
Northern California and north-
ern Reno, Nevada. Most of his 
patients live in the Sacramento, 
but he also treats DGMC oncol-
ogy patients at UC Davis to take 
advantage of the specialized re-
sources, he said.

Like the other surgeons, 
Thorpe likes the multidisci-
plinary nature of the job. 

“I really like big complex 
cases,” he said. “I have pediatric 
sarcoma patients so I work with 
Dr. Jacob Stephenson, the pedi-
atric surgeon. I’ve also worked 
with the Air Force vascular sur-
geon here, Lt. Col. (Dr.) Joseph 
DuBose, on a complex vascular 
surgery. It’s really cool to work 
with other Air Force surgeons in 
this setting.

“Every day is different. I 
might have a full day in the clin-
ic and then go to the OR by 3 
(p.m.) for another three to four 
hours. In the middle of clinic, 
I might get a phone call from 
Reno that a patient has a pelvic 
fracture and I have to help facil-
itate them here. There’s a great 
deal of variety and variability in 
this job.” 

The diversity of ideas mili-
tary surgeons bring to UC Davis 
“is fantastic,” said Galante.

“The military surgeons bring 
new ways to care for civilian 
trauma patients that come di-
rectly from their experiences 
downrange,” he said. “They are 
also able to ask the important 
research questions that the uni-
versity has the resources to be-
gin to answer.” 

Taking the lead
UC Davis has taken the lead 

in implementing some of tech-
nologies the surgeons brought 
back from the war, according to 
Hight.

For example, UC Davis was 
the first west coast training site 
for the resuscitative endovascu-
lar balloon occlusion of the aor-
ta, or REBOA. 

“The use of REBOA has 
stemmed from our military col-
leagues bringing back ideas 
seen downrange and we have 
had an open mind to adopt this 
procedure,” said Galante.  

The U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration approved use of 

the REBOA catheter in January 
2016.  The device is inserted into 
a hemorrhaging vessel and stops 
or slows the blood flow to that in-
jury while allowing blood flow to 
continue to vital organs and oth-
er body parts. The Clinical In-
vestigative Facility at DGMC 
helped to develop the REBOA. 

“We were also one of the lead-
ing centers to use (tranexam-
ic acid), based on experiences 
downrange.  The list could go on 
and on,” said Galante.   

TXA was originally devel-
oped to treat hemophilia and re-
duce bleeding in patients un-
dergoing oral surgery. It is now 
used in as a pre-operative drug 
to minimize the need for large 
amounts of whole blood during 
general surgery.  It is also used 
to treat severely injured trauma 
patients who have or are at risk 
for severe hemorrhage.

One reason the UC Davis and 
DGMC partnership works so 
well is because of Galante, said 
Hight.

“We both came back from 
that deployment with a shared 
understanding of what the cur-
rent modern-day trauma sur-
geons need to understand and 
even what our flight doctors 
need to understand,” said Hight. 

“Joe gets it. He knows that 
you can’t take a doctor who 
has only been treating bumps, 
lumps and sniffles and clear a 
multi-trauma patient for flight. 

“In theater, when you ship a 
patient, you literally put them on 
an aircraft or helicopter. At UC 
Davis, shipping is getting the pa-
tient out of the OR and into ICU 
where we continue working on 
them until the next day or two 
when they come back for more 
surgeries. 

Another reason the UC Da-
vis program works well for the 
Air Force is because of the type 
of trauma cases they treat at UC 
Davis.

“We get the full spectrum … 
from a farmer being crushed in 
Yuba City (California) to some-
one from downtown Sacramen-
to being involved in gang vio-
lence,” said Hight. “And, we’re 
seeing more explosions than you 
might anticipate because of the 
increase in substance abuse.

“There are some crazy 
things happening on the civil-
ian side that brings the severity 
of injuries you would see in com-
bat and UC Davis is on par with 
in theater,” said Hight.
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Military Appreciation Month

APR*APR*

ON ALL NEW 2017
ACCORDS 

CIVICS & FITS

ON ALL NEW 2017
ACCORDS 

CIVICS & FITS

UP TO 60 MONTHS
ON APPROVED CREDIT
UP TO 60 MONTHS
ON APPROVED CREDIT NOW THROUGH OCTOBER 31, 2017

0%0%
*Up to $18,000. *0% APR for 60 months financing at $16.67 a month per $1,000 financed. To well qualified buyers on approval of credit by Honda 
Financial Services. Higher rates apply for buyers with lower credit ratings. Must take new delivery from dealer stock by October 31, 2017.

* Honda offer applies to New previously unregistered Honda’s not Used Cars.

In appreciation of their military service, Honda is offering select U.S. Military individuals and 
their spouses $500 toward any 2017 or newer model year Honda when they finance or lease 
through Honda Financial ServicesSM (HFS). 

Honda Military Appreciation Offer is available to individuals who are:
� Active Duty U.S. Military, (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, National Guard, Coast Guard and Active Reserve) and 

their spouses.
� Active Duty U.S. Military Ready Reserve, (Inactive National Guard, Individual Ready Reserve, Selected Reserve) 

and their spouses.
� U.S. Military Veterans who are within 180 days of separation from active service, and their spouses.
� U.S. Military Retirees (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, National Guard, Coast Guard and Active Reserve).
� Spouses of U.S. Military Retirees (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, National Guard, Coast Guard and Active  

Reserve) who are within 180 days of separation from active service.

Eligible customers must meet the following conditions at the time of purchase:
� Provide Leave and Earnings Statement (LES) as proof of military status or active service at the time of purchase 

or lease.
� Spouses of a member of the U.S. Military must provide proof of relationship by presenting a Military ID, and 

provide spouse’s LES. Only a copy of the LES will be retained by the dealership for verification.
� Receive credit approval through Honda Financial Services.
� Lease: $500 is applied toward the cap cost of vehicle. Monthly payment and total due at lease signing are  

calculated after $500 reduction. Purchase: $500 is applied toward the down payment.
Only one $500 Military Appreciation Certificate per vehicle. The certificate can be combined with all other Honda Financial Services programs, 
Offer valid through March 31, 2018 unless terminated earlier by HFS.

NOTE: During the term of the retail installment finance contract or lease with Honda Financial Services, buyer may not take their 
vehicle outside the United States without the prior written consent of Honda Financial Services. During the term of the retail 
installment finance contract or lease, buyer must notify Honda financial Services immediately of any change in the buyer’s address.

All prices plus government fees and taxes. Any dealer finance charges, dealer government fees, any finance charges, any dealer 
document processing charges, any electronic filing charge and any emission testing charge. All prices good through 10/31/17.

 888-530-2767800 ADMIRAL CALLAGHAN LANE
VALLEJO, CA 94591

E X I T  R E D W O O D  PA R K WAY www.AveryGreeneHonda.com

Avery Greene Honda would like to thank current  
and past Military personnel for their service. 

During the month of September we will be extending our appreciation 
for the service and sacrifices that our current enlisted military and 
veterans have contributed for the freedom of our country. Avery 
Greene Honda will give you an additional $500 Discount off the 
purchase of a 2017 or newer Honda during the month of October.

e to thank current 

HONEST, ETHICAL & PERSONAL

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE & REPAIR SPECIALISTS

Specializing in:

Mercedes-Benz, BMW, Porsche, Jaguar, Audi, Volkswagen, Volvo & more.

Family owned and operated.
Owner…Don Westhaver,
Over 45 Years Experience
Proud Military Parents

 

First Time Customers:
Bring ad in for visual 26 pt inspection

We Accept

TRICARE / TRICARE For Life
Who can be seen at our Eye Clinic?

-All Military Spouses and their Dependents with Tricare Prime,
All Retirees with Tricare Prime,

All Retirees and their Spouses with Tricare for Life / Medicare,
and All members needing Contact Lenses Prescriptions

Family Eye Doctors near Travis AFB
ATTENTION: ALL MILITARY SPOUSES
& DEPENDENTS AND ALL RETIREES,

SPOUSES & DEPENDENTS
WHY WAIT WEEKS FOR AN EYE EXAM?

Located 1 mile north of Air Base Parkway,
in the Raley’s Plaza

on the corner of N. Texas St. & Dickson Hill Rd.

80

Air Base Pkwy

Dickson Hill Road

N
. T

ex
as

Dr. Larry Huey • Dr. Don Hsiao
Optometrists

Travis Family Optometry
301 Dickson Hill Road Ste. B

Fairfield, CA 94533
(707) 437-9600

USTRANSCOM-protected en-
clave within a government-au-
thorized cloud environment. 

“The command’s transi-
tion to a cloud-based solution 
not only enhances mission as-
surance, but controls IT infra-
structure costs and strength-
ens cyber agility, resiliency 
and innovation,” said Air Force 
Lt. Col. John Riester, deputy 

chief, Enterprise Infrastruc-
ture Portfolio and Support 
Division, USTRANSCOM’s 
Command, Control, Communi-
cations and Cyber Systems Di-
rectorate. “This transforma-
tional move to the cloud also 
allows us to keep pace with in-
dustry.” 

In addition, by year’s end, 
the CCoE will migrate capabil-
ity onto a cloud-native platform 
and transition 22 applications 
to a commercial cloud service 
provider.

Cloud
From Page 5

Check out Travis photos on FLICKR at flickr.com/photos/99847360@N07
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Mon.-Fri., 7:30AM-5:30PM
Sat., 7:30AM-4:00PM

1245 Illinois St., Fairfield, CA

Present This Ad for  10% Discount off any Repair or Service!

We service all makes and models of RV motorhome, 5th Wheel and Trailer Chassis, 
brakes, lights, engine, HVAC, transmission, steering, axles, bearings, suspension, tires 
etc. We also repair and service all trucks from a pick up truck to a Class 8 Big Rig.

Our team of Technician’s have over 150 years combined repair and diagnostic 
experience. We treat your vehicle like it is ours. There is no job too big or small, we 
invite them all. 

Give us a call to schedule an appointment or just stop by we always have coffee  
brewed and popcorn popped. We look forward to meeting you and providing you  
with excellent customer service.

P Thi Ad f 10% Di

(707) 427-1386 274 Sunset Ave., Ste. C
SUISUN CITY

(Heritage Park)

(707) 422-7762

Catering & Delivery Available

Buy 3, Get 1 FREE
Buy three small, medium or large 
sandwiches & receive the fourth 

sandwich of equal or lesser value free.

$5.00 Off
Any Catering Order

of $40 or More

$1.00 Off
Any Size Combo Meal

FREE Chips
With the purchase  

of any sandwich

Coupon valid at Suisun City location only.  
Exp. 10/31/17. Not valid with any other o�er or coupon.

Coupon valid at Suisun City location only.  
Exp. 10/31/17. Not valid with any other o�er or coupon.

Coupon valid at Suisun City location only.  
Exp. 10/31/17. Not valid with any other o�er or coupon.

Coupon valid at Suisun City location only.  
Exp. 10/31/17. Not valid with any other o�er or coupon.

In 2008, I was a proud recipient of a 
bachelor’s degree in management, which 
only took me 17 years to complete. The 
journey was quite treacherous and felt 
never-ending, yet, once I was done, I want-
ed more, so I completed a negotiations 
certification from Notre Dame Universi-
ty and finished my master’s degree pro-
gram with American Public University in 
2012. I mostly did this because I saw oth-
ers going to school and succeeding, so I let 
the competitive side of me drive me. I also 
felt that I wanted to challenge myself and 
prove that I could do well in school. It gave 
me pride to be able to be the first in my 
family to have a post-graduate education. 
The experience and what I learned turned 
me into a much better communicator.

All of my experiences and accom-
plishments were reached because I 

wanted to be a better person and Airman. 
I have done many things to push myself 
out of my comfort zone mostly because I 
really enjoy challenges and there was al-
ways a supervisor, co-worker or friend to 
encourage me to go for whatever it was I 
feared by boosting my confidence. Now 
as a chief, I am pushing myself further 
because all my Airmen need me to pre-
pare, advise, teach, guide and encourage 
them as tomorrow’s leaders and my re-
placement. I thought that from the mo-
ment I became a senior NCO, I started 
this role of learning and growing.

As I look back at my career, it all real-
ly began the moment I rolled up to the re-
cruiter’s office. Every step I have taken 
has prepared me for today, and if I still do 
not know something, too bad. I learn and 
I find answers. I need to take care of my 
Airmen and afford them a lot more op-
portunities than the ones I had, set them 
up for tomorrow so they can be greater 
leaders.

them to the test center and watch them 
walk in the door. Afterward, they will 
likely succeed and later be very thankful 
for your encouragement. Are you willing 
to go this far in helping your Airmen suc-
ceed even if it is not in your military ca-
reer field?

I have seen some excellent Airmen 
successfully launch new careers, and 
have celebrated their success with them. 
I have also seen Airmen miss out on op-
portunities because they hesitated to 

push through to the goal. Those Airmen 
usually had good supervisors who were 
willing to help their Airmen with any-
thing they needed to succeed, but who 
missed out on the opportunity to help be-
cause they never asked the Airmen to ex-
plain where they saw themselves in five 
or 10 or 20 years. My challenge to all of 
us as supervisors and leaders is to push 
beyond the simple question of “Airman, 
do you need anything?” and get to the 
place where the Airman is explaining 
their goals, interests, and plans so that 
you can see where they need help. See-
ing the need, allows us to intervene suc-
cessfully and make a difference in some-
one’s life.

Chief
From Page 2

Givens
From Page 2

were able to help people and keep their 
lives from falling apart.”

It’s the culture of selfless regard 
for the well-being of others that sits at 
the heart of the 60th OSS and propels 
those Airmen assigned to it to compe-
tently and enthusiastically participate 
in their mission. As passionate as the 
60th OSS Airmen worked in the ac-
complishing of their missions in Texas, 
Florida, California and México, there 
are those for whom the mission be-
came personal.

“I have family in Houston, Corpus 
Christi and in Florida,” said Senior 
Airman Marissa N. Varnes, 60th OSS 
air traffic controller. “Participating in 

these reach missions and getting secu-
rity forces, fire personnel and others to 
the places and people that needed their 
help was a great feeling knowing I was 
helping make a difference.”

A native of Louisiana and a survivor 
of both Hurricane Andrew and Hur-
ricane Katrina, Luangphone also felt 
a more personal urge to help those af-
fected. In spite of his heroic efforts and 
the lives he had a hand in helping, Lu-
angphone ultimately regarded the re-
cent relief efforts as just another day 
in the office.

“We’re always ‘on,’ ” said Luang-
phone. “The mission doesn’t stop be-
cause of the success of the most recent 
operation. We don’t do it for praise or 
accolades. We do it because our equip-
ment needs to stay operational – be-
cause the mission always needs to con-
tinue.”

60 OSS
From Page 3

into that. Whether you’re flying or fix-
ing something, providing intelligence 
for it, making ID cards or drawing blood 
in the hospital, everything you do every 
day is designed to help us control and ex-
ploit the air.”

According to Holmes, ensuring mis-
sion success doesn’t come without its 
challenges – and he emphasized the im-
portance of improving squadrons, devel-
oping leaders who can win in joint-war 
fights and bringing the future faster.

The Air Force has operated in an un-
contested environment against violent 
extremists with minimal resistance 

from near-peer competitors during the 
past quarter century. However, the lux-
ury of waiting for revolutionary warfare 
changes for another 20-plus years is no 
longer an option, Holmes said.

Now, adversaries work daily to coun-
ter the military’s strengths and exploit 
weaknesses that require faster action. 
Holmes said that this is an Air Force-
wide challenge that is being addressed 
by leadership at all levels.

Holmes spoke with 75th and 81st 
Fighter Squadron pilots and looked to 
them for their expertise on preparing 
for modern warfare in today’s fight dur-
ing a tour of the flight line. He also ad-
dressed flying and retention programs, 
expressing his commitment to keeping 
skilled warriors.

ACC
From Page 9
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JROTC… students pay 
visit to Travis

2) A student from Santiago High School in Corona, Calif., tries on bioenvironmental safety equipment during their tour Oct. 19 at Travis Air Force Base, Calif. 3) Airman 1st Class Joseph 
Carrillo, 60th Security Forces Squadron, demonstrates arrest procedures on a Santiago High School student from Corona, Calif., during their tour. 4) Students from Santiago learn about 
the Explosive Ordinance Disposal mission from Senior Airman Joel Ramirez, 60th Civil Engineering Squadron, during their tour.

1) Students 
inspect the cargo 
bay of a C-17 
Globemaster 
aircraft during 
their tour Oct. 19 
at Travis Air Force 
Base, Calif. Travis 
hosted Junior 
Reserve Officer 
Training Corps 
students from 
eight high schools 
in Northern 
California. 
Students learned 
about various 
career fields 
in the U.S. Air 
Force, toured 
static aircraft, 
a shared dorm 
room, and had the 
opportunity to talk 
with personnel 
about military life.

1

2

3 4

U.S. Air Force photo/Heide Couch
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 (707) 449-6900

VACAVILLE VOLKSWAGEN
      721 Orange Drive, Vacaville

OVER 100 Certified & Preowned Vehicles In Stock - Go to VacavilleVW.com

Price plus Government fees and taxes, any finance charges, dealer document processing charge ($80), any electronic filing charge, and any emissions testing charge. Sale prices not applicable to leases. Ad expires 10/29/17 midnight. 

MANAGERS PRE-OWNED SPECIALS

Vacaville Volkswagen - Making A Difference!
BADCredit?  
NO Credit?

All Loans Subject To 
Credit Approval

1 AT THIS PRICE VIN# 132227

2013 CHEVY
TRAVERSE 

LTZ

$23,995

1 AT THIS PRICE VIN# 536311 $12,995

2012 VW
CC

 

 

 

   

 

   

1 AT THIS PRICE VIN# 156361 $27,995

2014 JEEP 
CHEROKEE

1 AT THIS PRICE VIN# 647467

2013 VW 
BEETLE

$15,995 1 AT THIS PRICE VIN# 283162

2015 VW 
JETTA TDI 

SE

$18,995

1 AT THIS PRICE VIN# 021269

2014 AUDI
Q5

$29,995

2013 VW
PASSAT

1 AT THIS PRICE
VIN# 147278

$17,995

2016 NISSAN
LEAF

1 AT THIS PRICE
VIN# 311227

$15,995
2015 CHRYSLER

200

1 AT THIS PRICE
VIN# 515434

$17,995

2008 MINI COOPER 
HARDTOP

1 AT THIS PRICE
VIN# U67739 

$7,995

2014 HYUNDAI SANTA FE 
SPORT

1 AT THIS PRICE
VIN# 125346

$23,995
2014 FORD

FLEX

1 AT THIS PRICE
VIN# D09144

$25,995

2016 TOYOTA
COROLLA

1 AT THIS PRICE
VIN# 378865 

$16,395
2015 GOLF  

            SPORTWAGEN TDI

1 AT THIS PRICE
VIN# 502630

$18,995
2015 RAM  

1500

1 AT THIS PRICE
VIN# 605100

$27,995

2013 AUDI
A4

1 AT THIS PRICE
VIN#016670

$18,995

2013 VW  
PASSAT

1 AT THIS PRICE
VIN#052441 

$11,995
2015 NISSAN

JUKE

1 AT THIS PRICE
VIN#506556 

$15,995
2012 VW  
PASSAT

1 AT THIS PRICE
VIN# 010820

$12,995

2015 VW
TIGUAN SE

1 AT THIS PRICE
VIN# 517603

$19,995

2017 KIA
FORTE

1 AT THIS PRICE
VIN# 063479

$14,995
2014 VW  

BEETLE CPE

1 AT THIS PRICE
VIN# 653029

$18,995
2013 VW GLI

1 AT THIS PRICE
VIN# 421048

$16,995
2015 TOYOTA

FR-S

1 AT THIS PRICE
VIN# 711832

$19,995

2015 TOYOTA
FR-S

1 AT THIS PRICE
VIN# 707318

$20,995
2013 TOYOTA

TACOMA

1 AT THIS PRICE
VIN# 014850

$22,995
2015 VW

PASSAT TDI

1 AT THIS PRICE
VIN# 013826

$20,995
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